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The Commons

Scientists and activists alike have been delivering a very clear
message: we are misusing our planet’s resources. Economic
gain often pushes humans to exploit more resources than
necessary, even when this damages the collective goods. Elinor
Ostrom reminds us of the ‘tragedy’ that ensues when private
profit comes before collective survival.

There are countless examples of resources in danger, like water,
forests, and food sources. New types of collective resources are
emerging, like the Arctic, the Internet, and outer space. What
are collective resources and how are they being used? This is
the answer that this edition will try to answer. Therefore, we
are keen to announce this edition’s theme: the Commons.

DEBAT strives to include all genders, races, and identities.
This is why we cover topics from all over the world and follow
our writers’ interests. In this edition, we proudly write about
Russia’s actions in the Arctic, whether the Internet should be
considered a human right, activist campaigns sponsored by
corporations, and much more. As always, our articles let you
see the world through the eyes of Political Science students.

Martina Sclaverano and Ada Haliloglu
DEBAT’s editors-in-chief

De Commons

In een wereld zo divers als de onze, met 8 miljard mensen, is
Zowel wetenschappers als activisten hebben een zeer duide-
lijke boodschap overgebracht: we misbruiken de hulpbronnen
van onze planeet. Economisch gewin dwingt mensen vaak om
meer hulpbronnen te exploiteren dan nodig is, zelfs als dit de
collectieve goederen schaadt. Elinor Ostrom herinnert ons aan
de ‘tragedie’ die ontstaat wanneer privé winst voor collectief
voortbestaan gaat.

Er zijn talloze voorbeelden van hulpbronnen die gevaar lopen,
zoals water, bossen en voedselbronnen. Er ontstaan nieuwe
soorten collectieve hulpbronnen, zoals de Noordpool, internet
en de ruimte. Wat zijn collectieve middelen en hoe worden ze
gebruikt? Dit is de vraag waarop deze editie antwoord probeert
te vinden. Daarom maken we graag het thema van deze editie
bekend: de Commons.

DEBAT streeft ernaar om alle geslachten, rassen en identiteiten
op te nemen. Daarom behandelen we onderwerpen van over de
hele wereld en volgen we de interesses van onze schrijvers. In
deze editie schrijven we met trots over de acties van Rusland

in de Noordpool, of internet als een mensenrecht moet worden
beschouwd, activistische campagnes die worden gesponsord
door bedrijven en nog veel meer. Alle artikelen dragen bij aan
een breed scala aan standpunten over de dringende kwesties
van vandaag. Zoals altijd schrijven we om je de wereld te laten
zien door de ogen van studenten Politicologie.

Martina Sclaverano and Ada Haliloglu
Hoofdredacteurs DEBAT
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RETROSPECT

In this column, we cover the most impactful
news stories in the past months.

HUNGARIAN ELECTIONS:
ORBAN ELECTED OR THE 4TH
SUCCESSIVE TERM
In Hungary, the national parliamen-
tary election has taken an unexpected
turn with the Fidesz-led alliance win-
ning 135 seats in the 199-seat parlia-
ment, keeping its two-third majori-
ty. Hungary’s opposition United for
Hungary had high hopes for creating
change, but even with the high voter
turnout their support was nowhere
close to that of the winning-alliance.

Prime Minister Viktor Orban claimed
a “huge victory”: “We’ve secured a
huge victory, so big in fact that you
can see it from the Moon, and cer-
tainly from Brussels”. Meanwhile,
Marki-Zay, the prime ministerial
candidate of the united opposition,
explained his disappointment by
declaring that the government won
the election by using propagan-
da in the state-controlled media.

FREEDOM CONVOY: ANTI-VAC-
CINE PROTEST IN CANADA
In January 2022, Canada imposed a
strict pandemic-related policy requir-
ing Canadian cross-border truckers
to be vaccinated against COVID-19,
which according to the trucker driv-
ers the measure had slowed down
their business. In response, lor-
ry-drivers blocked public highways
and camped outside parliament
in Ottawa, causing heavy disrup-
tions to the Canadian economy.

by Anna Gruber

After weeks of police intervention,
Justin Trudeau imposed the “act of
emergency” allowing the govern-
ment to declare the protests ille-
gal and freeze the bank accounts
of protesters without a court order.
Later the protest cooled down, how-
ever the question might be raised:

Was it a part of a global anti-govern-
ment movement or just a local phe-
nomenon?

FRANCE AND EU PRESIDENCY
As France took over the EU presi-
dency, its motto “Recovery, strength
and belonging” was released. During
its term, France wants to focus on
the security of Europe by pushing
for strategic autonomy, focusing on
digital and ecological transitions,
as well as reinforcing European
identities through common values.

As presidential elections are ap-
proaching in France, Macron is us-
ing his role in the EU to strengthen
his position in domestic politics.

TALIBAN TAKES OVER IN
AFGHANISTAN: 400 CIVILIAN
CASUALTIES
IThe United Nations reported the
first major humanitarian catastrophe
in Afghanistan: 397 civilians were
killed by Islamic State in Khorasan
Province. Since the Taliban seized
power in August, a series of human
rights violations and disappearanc-

es have been reported. Poverty and
hunger have increased tremendously.
According to the internation-
al community, a huge humanitar-
ian crisis is evolving and there is
a need for integrated action and
aid funding, as well as the main-
tenance of eroding civic space.

LEGAL  INVESTIGATIONS IN
UKRAINE: PUTIN AS A ‘WAR
CRIMINAL
In late-February 2022, Russia an-
nounced a “special military operation”
in Ukraine. Since then a war developed
between the two countries, causing
enormous fatalities and losses and di-
viding the international community.

Following the first month of the war,
US-President Biden called Putin a
“war criminal”, indicating the ne-
cessity of legal proceedings against
him. In response, the European Com-
mission announced its intentions
to send investigators to Ukraine.

Ursula von Der Leyen, the President of
EU Commission, already talked to Zel-
enskiy about the “dreadful murders”
that were uncovered over the past few
weeks. It implies that the investiga-
tions monitoring Putin will speed up.

Internationaal
International 05

COMPANIES ARE NOT
YOUR ALLIES

On the Hypocrisy of Corporate Activism

In an age of expanding awareness for
social responsibility, consumer deci-
sions are more and more guided by
the social and environmental impact
involved in making the product, but
also by the political stance and civ-
ic engagement of the company be-
hind the product. This is even more
prevalent as companies get richer
and more powerful from year to year.

Simultaneously, we have seen an influx
of companies eager to position them-
selves politically and foraging into ac-
tivist spaces. Ben and Jerry’s ice cream is
saving the Arctic, Nike saves Black lives
with Colin Kaepernick, and thousands of
companies become passionate LGBTQ
allies during Pride Week. But can corpo-
rations do actual good or is this all just
the most effective ploy for marketing?

harity and activism by corpo-
Crations often seems more in-

tended to drive extra business
rather than motivated by an authen-
tic desire to do good. The hypocri-
sy of companies is especially visible
in Corporate Pride. In 2018, Adidas
sold pride themed products on their
website while sponsoring the World
Cup in homophobic Russia. Disney
sells pride themed collections every
June and was recently uncovered to
have donated to Republican legis-
lator’s supporting Florida’s “Don’t
say gay” bill, which aims to pro-
hibit classroom discussion of sex-
ual orientation and gender identi-
ty. Disney has since turned around
and vowed to repeal the bill after

by Celine Westhoff

walk-outs and widespread outrage.

However, even well-intended efforts
by companies can backfire.The shoe
brand TOMS became famous for do-
nating a pair of shoes for each pair
they sold. However, looking at the con-
sequences for the market in the coun-
tries where these shoes were donated,
the “good deed” was to the detriment
of local markets, which were under-
mined by the free shoes available.

Is corporate activism always the at-
tempt to generate even more business
by power-hungry malicious compa-
nies? Of course not. Ben and Jerry’s is
an example of a company that is certi-
fied in their social and environmental
performance and stands by their pro-
gressive values even if it means not
to distribute in certain locations and
missing out on business. TOMS react-
ed to the criticism and changed their
business model from simply handing
out shoes to now donating a third
of their profits to causes benefiting
communities and the planet. Fur-
thermore, there are many, often mi-
nority-led, businesses who advocate
LGBTQ rights all months of the year.

Nevertheless, while vocal support of
big corporations can help raise valu-
able awareness, statements, hashtags,
and themed collections need to be
followed by actions. Nike’s campaign
featuring Colin Kaepernick was rev-
olutionary for the acknowledgement
of the importance of #Blacklives-
matter. But in two New York Times

op-eds in 2019, two black women
runners with Nike, Alysia Montafo
and Allyson Felix, revealed that they
had substantial pay cuts after their
pregnancies. After a lot of backlash,
Nike changed its maternity policy.

While many people are taking more
and more responsibility for their
consumer decisions, they cannot
be expected to know about the par-
ty donations of the company from
which they buy their shirts with Fem-
inist slogans. As companies realise
how tweets and hashtags, that hit
the political zeitgeist, can help their
public perception, we need to be ex-
tra careful to hold them accountable
to their words. While the examples
of corporate hypocrisy show how
feeble corporate activism often is,
it also shows that outrage works.

Companies often change their policy
when held accountable, because they
cannot afford the loss of face they
would be confronted with. Corporate
responsibility, in this sense, seems
to unfortunately be more consum-
er responsibility than anything else.
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WINTER WONDERLAND
OR WAR IN THE ICE?

About the uncertain future of Actic peace

As Russia continues its aggressions in
Ukraine, international organizations
and multiple states have imposed sanc-
tions in the hope of forcing Russia to
stop its course of action. One example
is the boycott of Arctic Council meetings
by all of the members, except for Russia,
who is currently chairing the Council.
Russia’s attack on Ukraine is a “fla-
grant violation” of the Council’s core
values of sovereignty and territorial
integrity, they said in a statement. Ex-
perts are now worried about the poten-
tial spill-over of the conflict in Ukraine
to the Arctic region, as well as poten-
tially devastating implications for the
environment and the indigenous pop-
ulation if cooperation stalls for longer.

ompetition over the Arctic
Cterritory is not a novel devel-

opment. On the contrary, ri-
valries have been long-lasting, from
the first territorial claims in 1935 by
Canada, followed by the Soviet Union
in 1937. Especially during the Cold
War, the region’s strategic advantag-
es were exploited as counties started
positioning nuclear weapons there.

So, why is the region that important?
20% oftheworld’s fresh wateris stored
in the Arctic’s ice. As global warming
progresses, the ice caps melt away,
opening up possibilities for resource
extraction. 80% of Russian natural
gas and 17% of is oil production cur-
rently come from the Arctic. Increas-
ing this amount could open new pos-
sibilities of export. Less ice will also

by Julia Kratofil

allow for a better navigating of the
arctic ocean. New shipping routes be-
tween Europe and Asia will be set free,
claiming them would make for a great
advantage in the coming century.

Legally speaking, the region is free
game: current maritime borders leave
the north pole and some of the arc-
tic ocean in international waters.
However, under the UNCLOS trea-
ty, countries had the right to claim
territorial privileges over a territory
through a lengthy process, up to 10
years after ratification of the treaty in
1994. They needed to submit “sound
geological evidence that a natural-
ly-prolonged continental shelf ex-
tends beyond a country’s maritime
border and into international wa-
ter”. However, the treaty does not
resolve territorial disputes over the
same territory. Unresolved claims
make for more dispute rather than
less, and rivalries have been intensi-
fying since the end of the Cold War.

The United States, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Canada, Finland, Iceland
and finally Russia all have their own
claims on the territory. In 2001, Rus-
sia claimed the Lomonosov Ridge as
part of its continental shelf, meaning
that it claimed half the Arctic Ocean.
Six years later, a group of Russian
scientists descended to the ocean
bed and planted a Russian flag on
the seabed of the North Pole, there-
by claiming it as Russian territory. An
expert from the Arctic and Antarc-
tic Institute emphasized the scien-
tific and political importance of the
mission: “It’s like putting a flag on
the moon.” The action was heavily
criticized by the West. Canada’s for-
eign minister at the time comment-
ed: “This isn’t the 15th century. You
can't go around the world and just
plant flags and say: ‘We're claiming
this territory’”. As a response, West-
ern states increased their military
presence in the region, and Canada
and Denmark put forward their own
claims on the exact same territory.

In addition to territorial disputes,
all Arctic states, especially Russia,
Norway, Canada and the US, have in-
creased their military activities in the
region. They all include the Arctic as
an important factor of their security
strategy. Putin emphasized the im-
portance for military, political, eco-
nomic, technological, environmental
and resource aspects. The govern-
ment released an official statement
that it wanted to conduct military

-

tests in the region, a step interpret-
ed by many Western states as symbol
for the growing assertiveness of the
historical rival. Russia justifies its
actions as only taking back territo-
ry which was once part of the Soviet
Union, and that the intention is to
“protect [...] borders, not to threaten
anyone”. NATO and the US especial-
ly have also increased their presence
in the area through submarines and
bombers. The disputes in the region
have fundamentally fueled the ten-
sions between NATO and Russia.

The most important institution hold-
ing all this together is the Arctic
Council. Founded in 1996, it is an in-
tergovernmental organization made
up of all eight arctic states and repre-
sentations of the indigenous groups
of the region. 13 non-arctic states
have observer status. The goal is to
increase cooperation on environmen-
tal matters and arctic governance. It
is therefore not focused on military
security issues, but much more on is-
sues that affect the environment and
the populations in the region. This co-
operation has been especially import-

ant in addressing the Arctic wildfires
during the last years. For 25 years, the
Arctic was a relatively calm region, a
“bubble [...] keeping other tensions
out”. The regional cooperation efforts
have been immune to influences from
other conflicts such as the Russian an-
nexation of Crimea in 2014. The ques-
tion of whether the organization has
been successful in reaching its goals
is disputed by experts. The Arctic
temperature is increasing three times
faster than the global average, lead-
ing to severe consequences for the
environment through more extreme
weather events, melting ice, sea level
rise and fauna population shrinking.

The Council is currently chaired by
Russia until 2023. All other states,
however, have decided to boycott the
meetings as a response to Russia’s
military invasion of Ukraine. They did
not want to continue talks with a na-
tion that disrespected international
law. Experts interpret this as a move
with critical implications especially
for the protection of the Arctic en-
vironment. Russia itself sees this as
a chance to refocus on “addressing

[...] [its] domestic needs in the re-
gion” during the chairmanship. What
this might mean in practice is yet to
be seen. What is for sure however, is
that the Arctic bubble finally burst.

Political scientists have long debated
whether Russian actions and strat-
egy should be seen from a realist or
neoliberal institutionalist perspec-
tive. Realists point to Russia’s con-
flict-driven behavior, emphasis on
self-interest, activities characterized
by nationalism, expansionism and
aggression. Russia is seen as a na-
tion that is unsatisfied with its posi-
tion in the international system and
wants to gain more standing and
power. Neo-liberalists on the oth-
er hand point out the economic in-
centives of cooperation, the benefits
Russia will have though internation-
al cooperation in the Arctic in inter-
national and regional institutions.
While there has been no evidence of
increased military actions near the
Arctic since the start of the Ukraine
war, the future is unclear. Will we see
World War III taking place on the ice?
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THE GREYZONE OF
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Graffiti as art and political tool

by Luiza de Lacerda Toledo

A long-term and enduring debate
has been in place since the late 1980s
when street art has begun to raise
its popularity. Whether walls, mon-
uments, and other public spaces
should be used by individuals to ex-
press their ideas and emotions, or is
that just another form of deprivation
of public or even private property has
gained public attention in recent years.

xperts have come a long way
Ein differentiating graffiti from

vandalism. Graffiti can be most
commonly defined as drawings,
paintings, and/or political messag-
es written on walls or other surfaces
in public spaces, which is now seen,
in most Western cultures as a form
of street art. Vandalism includes a
broader range of practices related
to the destruction or depredation of
public buildings, entities, or spaces
and property that belongs to oth-
ers. Nonetheless, in many countries,
the rules and regulations for what
is considered acceptable or not and
to what extent should individuals
be held accountable for such actions
remain unclear in many instances.

Intellectual property and new
property rights

One key area of this debate is the field
of intellectual property rights. Intel-
lectual property is a field concerned
with the rights to ownership and rec-
ognition of “creations from the mind”,
meaning patents, ideas, labels, art
pieces, symbols, and any other sort of

representation. Due to the rise of new
technologies, and forms of art man-
ifestation, defining who owns what
and what is owed to who has become
a more complex task in this domain.

At present moment, many actors in
the international system have recog-
nized the need to communicate and
connect different understandings of
intellectual property globally. Orga-
nizations such as the World Intellec-
tual Property Organization (WIPO)
and NGOs like the International As-
sociation for the Protection of Intel-
lectual Property, have been created

to assist in the path towards a more
comprehensive understanding of in-
tellectual property and its values.
For instance, the WIPO plays a key
role in solving disputes concerning
this domain and proposing new in-
ternational standards to be adopted.

Despite the efforts to improve the
different understandings of intellec-
tual property and rights, a lot remains
to be clarified in terms of street art
and graffiti. As meanings and values
change from one culture to another,
what is considered valuable street art
in one case might not be applied sim-
ilarly in a different one. This again il-
lustrates the complexity of this issue.

Banksy and art as a political tool

A clear case where graffiti is un-
derstood as a form of art clashes
with interpretations of vandalism is
seen in the case of the anonymous
artist and their creations, Banksy.
Their graffitis on public spaces has
become recognized for their an-
onymity and strong criticisms of
different pressing issues in soci-
ety, including poverty, discrimi-
nation, refugee crisis, and others.

In many cities, despite Banksy’s re-
markable art pieces being found and
publicly recognized, the artworks
are removed, painted over, or treat-
ed as a violation of the public envi-
ronment. This has been the case for
cities such as Lowestoft in the Unit-

ed Kingdom, where many art pieces
were removed and sold to private col-
lections, as they would be destroyed
if kept in public areas otherwise.

This raises questions for an even
more complex debate: does remov-
ing street art from public spaces to
set articles into private exhibitions
or collections result in the loss of
meaning and purpose of street art?
Can the commercialization of street
art that was once made in form of
public protest become problematic?

There are no easy answers to these
questions. On one hand, putting
street art pieces, such as Banksy’s
into museums allows for the preser-
vation and formal recognition of the
author’s work. On the other hand, it
again shows that intellectual prop-
erty and its rights are very sensitive
and might end up losing its mean-
ing, in Banksy’s case, of revolt/re-
bellion, to be sold as another com-
mercial good, profiting just some.

Yet, the value of street art as a polit-

ical tool should be recognized. With
his works in many unexpected places,
Banksy has been able to raise public
attention to relevant issues in the
international sphere, and the im-
pact of his actions goes beyond rais-
ing awareness in civil society. Ban-
sky has purchased a boat to rescue
refugees on the Mediterranean sea
while risking their lives in the quest
for a better future. Banksy’s boat
has raised the attention of govern-
ments and other civil organizations
on how, through art, individuals can
pursue their political goals and am-
bitions and engage themselves and
others in highly relevant causes.

Art and the Berlin wall: remem-
brance and political activism
Another example of how public spac-
es might be used, through art to ac-
quire new meanings and values for
society is seen in the remaining Berlin
wall. The residual of the wall is now
mostly covered with different graffiti
paintings about peace, war, and other
highly relevant topics to the current
globalized society we are living in.

In this case, it is visible how art is able
to shape and rebuild the understand-
ing of a place and can raise awareness
of different issues. It is key to realize
that spaces like this become import-
ant, not only for remembrance but for
providing an open space for artists
and individuals to express their ideas.

What is next for Graffiti and the
challenges of intellectual proper-
ty?

Overall, it is clear that the tensions
between street art and its recogni-
tion will remain, as new forms of art
and property rights emerge. The im-
portance of graffiti as a political tool,
as shown by Banksy, and as a public
monument in the case of the Ber-
lin wall have illustrated how art and
pressing issues in society are more
related than ever before. Wheth-
er graffiti will be fully recognized
as a form of art will remain to be
seen, according to the different cul-
tures and values present in society.
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HIGHWAY TO MARS

The scramble for space has already started

There is always much debate about
the collective - and sometimes improp-
er - use of natural resources. Water is
often contaminated and not available
to millions of people. Forests are be-
ing burnt in wildfires and cut down to
become wood and paper. Fossil fuels
have long been controversial, as they
are notoriously invasive to extract
and have detrimental impacts on the
ecosystem. However, there is one re-
source that is often left at the back of
all these discourses, perhaps because
so little is known about it: outer space.

er space a natural resource on the

same level as the ones mentioned
before. Most of the time, in fact, we
tend to reason in strictly econom-
ic terms and reaching outer space
can still be as costly as the material
benefits gained. It is not surprising,
then, that from this perspective space
does not have much to offer besides
thought-provoking discoveries to
satisfy our innate curiosity. Howev-
er, despite the appearance, the spa-
tial industry is more active than ever.

It might seem odd to consider out-

The most obvious sign of this capi-
talisation of space is space tourism.
Wealthy celebrities have notoriously
already purchased tickets to an ex-
clusive, quite literally out-of-this-
world experience. With only a quarter
million dollars, anyone can now play
astronaut. Another example of how
the admiration for space is increas-
ingly exploited for monetary gain

by Martina Sclaverano

is the infamous launch of the Tesla
Roadster in 2018. SpaceX and Tesla
CEO Elon Musk decided to mount a
Tesla sports car on top of a new gen-
eration rocket and send it into orbit.
This move certainly gained momen-
tum in the media and contributed to
building the image of Tesla as a brand
and Musk as a far-reaching entre-
preneur. This goes to show that, de-
spite being hard to access, space can
be a profitable resource whose com-
mercialisation has already started.

Just with any other resource on (or
around) the planet, there is the need
to establish who can do what with it.
In fact, the universe is continuously
expanding and this creates the im-
pression that space is infinite. While
it technically is, the truth is that any
use that humans can make of it re-
mains limited. As of the twenty-first
century, we recently managed to send
objects barely outside of the solar
system, in what is undoubtedly an
enormous scientific breakthrough.

Still, the vast majority of space is
unreachable and will be for the next
centuries at the very least. For these
practical reasons, the use of space
is mostly limited to the Earth’s or-
bit, where objects and people are
sent more often than it is expected.

It is not an exaggeration to say that
our orbit is more and more polluted.
Together with the active 2000 sat-
ellites, indeed there are 3000 more
abandoned ones which are malfunc-
tioning or obsolete. It is estimated
that there currently are 34’000 piec-
es of so-called ‘space debris’ bigger
than 10 c¢cm in our orbit, and almost
one million of smaller ones. Any col-
lision or contact with this debris,
regardless of the size, could cause
great damage to any ongoing space
mission or any activity in the orbit.

Space debris is not only a safety is-
sue, but also an environmental one:
humans show their entitlement to
deplete resources as they please in
the name of publicity masked as ‘sci-
ence’. The amazing feat of sending a
Tesla car into space is just adding one
more piece to the millions of floating
items in orbit, crowding it even more.

With these collective action problems
regarding the use of space, there are
many regulations dictating the do’s
and dont’s of usingit. The field of space
law was born in 1919 when countries
first claimed that the airspace above
them fell under their sovereignty. As

Reconstruction of space debris by the European Space Agency

history progressed, however, arose
the need to distinguish the use of air-
space and outer space. That is how,
for instance, the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration (NASA)
was created after the Soviet launch
of Sputnik 1, which clearly opened a
new dimension to what states could
get their hands on. Almost instantly,
states signed conventions on the ban
of nuclear testing in the atmosphere
and space, on their liability in case of
accidents with space objects, and the
activities allowed on celestial bodies.

Despite this first corpus of laws, it is
clear that governments are moving
in uncharted territory. At the mo-
ment, spatial case law remains lim-
ited because many of the foreseen
events present in the legislation
have not happened vyet, such as the
colonisation of the Moon. Only time
will tell which further restrictions
are needed, or perhaps the current
legislation will become more liber-
al as more individuals and organi-
sations try to push its boundaries.

What many seem to forget is that law

is not the only restraint to what peo-
ple can do. Ethics and morals are also
involved in any action touching upon
public goods. Just because space is far
away, it does not mean that humans
need to leave behind their conscience.

There have been several cases of
space stunts defying morality in the
name of science. The most striking
example of this is the short journey
of Laika into space. This stray dog
was among the first animals sent into
space in the 50s. The whole point
behind sending her into space was
to prove that, indeed, living beings
could not survive in space. To add to
this already arguably inhumane ob-
jective, the spacecraft where she was
put was not configured to come back
to Earth. It goes without saying that
picking a dog off the streets, sending
it into space, and letting it die of suf-
focation within hours, is a very high
tradeoff for scientific discoveries.

Thankfully today there is more aware-
ness of these moral implications, but
this example shows what human
curiosity can blindly push us to do.

Such an experiment would be un-
thinkable today, not so much because
scientists would have ethical doubts,
but more because public opinion
holds them much more accountable.

It is therefore time for the public to
start making more pressing demands
vis-a-vis what can be done in space.
We do not realise it, but we already
rely immensely on space because of
satellite systems. Space debris will
soon become an issue as more and
more physical obstacles appear in
orbit, which could hinder even rou-
tine repairs to satellites. Public dis-
course should also hold accountable
those undermining this precious
resource for private gain, question-
ing if industries like space tourism
will really be beneficial to society or
if they will do more harm than good.

As environmental movements
have gained momentum, it is
time for space to enter the dis-
course as well, before it is too late.
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THE RIGHT TO ACCESS
THE INTERNET

Is it as fundamental as a human right?

On the History of the right to
information

With the rise of liberalism in the 18th-
19th century, the idea that citizens
can hold their government account-
able became widely accepted. There-
fore, the public access to government
policies and procedures was requested
by the people, which later developed
into one of the basic human rights
known as the right to information.

In 1766, the first law on the right to
access information was adopted in
Sweden. It states that press freedom
is contingent upon access to informa-
tion and emphasizes the need for free
access to all archives of government
decisions. Later, the French adopted
the “Declaration of Human and Civic
Rights”, which mentioned the same and
was signed in 1789 as the starting doc-
ument of the French Revolution. During
the revolt, the principles of the right to
information strengthened as liberalism
was the driving force of the rebellion.

fter the long-19th century,
Athe wave of liberalism slowed

down, pushing further devel-
opments on human rights into the
background. The international com-
munity instead focused on military
competition and imperialist expan-
sion. This created tension between
countries and the era of world wars
started despite the common belief
in liberalism. From the beginning
of the First until the end of the Sec-

by Anna Gruber
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ond World War, the question of hu-
man rights, especially the right to
access information, was neglected.
Governments participating in the
war adulterated information en-
couraging civilians to volunteer as
soldiers. It was the era of misinfor-
mation and propaganda, so the right
to access information was violated.

World War IIr and its horrendous
human rights violations sparked a
global movement to define basic
human rights and protect those op-
posed to authorities. These devel-
opments were written down in the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which had “the power of
ideas to change the world” and in-
spired the policy-makers to “contin-
ue working to ensure all people can
gain freedom, equality, and dignity.”

The Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights was signed in 1948 and
listed the right to information as a

core rightin one of its articles. Ar-
ticle 19 highlights that everyone
has a right to freedom of expression
and impart information through
any media regardless of frontiers.

Since 1948, there has been no clas-
sification or development on the
right to access information, how-
ever, the emergence of the inter-
net and social media made society
reestimate the meaning of human
rights. In the 21st century, most of
the information cannot be accessed
offline, rather it is offered online:
From the government policies to
information on decision making
procedures, enforcement strate-
gies and budgetary considerations.

In awareness of the importance of
internet access, the UNGA adopted
a non-binding resolution regard-
ing ‘The Promotion, Protection,
and Enjoyment of Human Rights
on the Internet’ in 2016, which
made the relevance of the question
clear: Should access to the inter-
net be considered a human right?

Analysis of the access to the inter-
net based on the right to informa-
tion: Is it actually a human right?

The question of whether the right to
the internet can be considered a hu-
man right or not was part of the pub-
lic debate, since using the global web
became part of our daily lives. We use
the internet to get information on

Internet access in 2017
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government policies, covid-regula-
tion or even just to check the weather.

However, countries remain polarized
regarding these issues. Experts, who
think that the right to the internet
should be a basic human right, argue
that in the 21st century, many public
services require the usage of the Inter-
net, and citizens cannot be excluded
from those. These public services go
as far as requesting health insurance.

Further, they argue that with the on-
going pandemic, work and education
was moved online and in some cases
remain in home office.. Additionally,
most of the government policies and
rules can only be viewed online. By not
considering access to the internet as
a human right, policymakers exclude
citizens from accessing basic services
and prevent them from complying

with the laws, because they’re not
able to get the necessary information.

Not only the right to information,
but the right to freedom of speech
and development are associated with
the right to the internet. Nowadays,
social media is the biggest forum for
self-expression and opinion-form-
ing, as well as an important tool for
mobilization. Moreover, access to the
internet has become fundamental
for individuals and societies to de-
velop. Marginalized individuals can
access financial services like loans
more easily, which makes their po-
sition in society more stable. For
society, faster communication and
information sharing on the internet
creates more equal relations between
individuals and more integration.

According to Vint Cerf, access to the

Graph from Wikimedia Commons

internet cannot be considered a hu-
man right. He argues that human
rights “must be among the things
we as humans need in order to lead
healthy, meaningful lives”.In his anal-
ysis, the right to access information
is important, however, the lack of it
does not cause disruptions in the cre-
ation of a healthy and meaningful life.

In conclusion, the topic of access to
the internet is widely discussed, but
not solved yet. While it may be ar-
gued that it cannot be considered
a fundamental right, it should be
addressed in government policies,
meaning that the government should
facilitate access by financing appli-
ances with access to the internet.
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ON THE HUNT
FOR EUROPE’S LAST
WILD FORESTS

(I)legal logging in Eastern Europe

The basics of illegal logging

llegal logging is the practice of col-
Ilecting timber in violation of the

rules and regulations of the har-
vesting jurisdiction. It became a glob-
al issue with serious economic, envi-
ronmental, and social consequences.
Illegal logging contributes for 15%-
30% of worldwide wood commerce,
and 50%-90% of trade from tropical
nations, according to the UN Environ-
ment Programme. While it is obvious
that illegal logging contributes to the
worsening of climate change, not a lot
of people are aware of the severity of
the corruption behind illegal logging.

A region that is particularly affect-
ed by illegal logging in Europe is the
Eastern region. Communism was good
at one thing — and that was protecting
the richness and diversity of forests.
In the Soviet bloc, the governments
transferred all forests to public own-
ership. So, while Western Europe was
rapidly deforested during the indus-
trial age, Eastern Europe kept their
forests off the international market.

The fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989, as
much as it meant for the freedom and
liberties of all Europeans, it fell short
for the protection of forests. Privat-
ization swiftly led to corruption. Envi-
ronmental treasures quickly became

by Georgia Canura

merely production material for inter-
national corporations. Globally, ille-
gal logging is the second biggest con-
tributor to global warming. In order
to know how to fix it, we have to un-
derstand its main cause - corruption.

Enablers and proliferation

Corruption has troubled govern-
ments in every region for millennia,
and it has been identified as a major
factor in the apparently inevitable
growth of illegal logging. Transpar-
ency International publishes a Cor-
ruption Perception Index every year,
and it’s no coincidence that coun-
tries with diverse forests frequently
rank high in corruption. Moreover,
for decades, illegal logging has been
linked with serious organized crimes,
which allows for fraud, tax evasion,
corruption, and money laundering.

Systemic corruption has major so-
cial, economic, and environmental
repercussions. It not only uses up
governmental revenues and business
profits, but it also promotes social
inequality and market manipulation.
Furthermore, it undermines attempts
to stop deforestation, combat climate
change, protect biodiversity, respect
human rights, and promote inclu-
sive and sustainable development.

Besides the ways in which illegal
logging negatively affects climate
change, it also has leads to severe hu-
man rights violations. Environmental
activists, investigative journalists,and
local communities are regularly faced
with arbitrary arrests, unfounded le-
gal cases, and death threats. These
are all human rights violations, pri-
marily caused by the illegal logging.
Moreover, according to Global Wit-
ness’ Defenders of the Earth report,
nearly 40% of the defenders of human
rights who die in such cases were lo-
cals and were defending their rights
to their land and the environment.

As explained earlier, what enabled
the deforestation in Eastern Eu-
rope was the privatization of state-
owned lands. Capitalist giants took
over and benefited from the free
movement of raw materials from
Eastern Europe and created sec-
ondary goods in Western and Scan-
dinavian factories. One of the big-
gest beneficiaries of this was Ikea.

Ikea started out in 1943 as a family
enterprise in Stockholm. Today, the
firm is the world’s greatest consum-
er of woods, cutting down 2 million
trees every year. It obtains 10% of its
wood from Romania, a relatively small
country in Eastern Europe. It started

purchasing forest areas in consider-
able quantities in 2015, and it quickly
established itself as Romania’s larg-
est private landowner. All of the wood
harvesting that Ikea does in Romania,
is, on paper, legal. However, in a coun-
try where corruption and weak law
enforcement is the norm, can we truly
believe cutting down 38.6 million cu-
bic meters of wood every year is just?

How do we solve the issue?

There are a few different existing
tools and mechanisms that environ-
mental activists have tried using to
tackle this issue. One of them is crim-
inal law. Many international organi-
zations have been putting efforts in
trying to integrate illegal logging into
criminal law. The most notorious in-
ternational organization that has the
power to modernize so as to integrate
environmental justice is the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC). For
many years now, lawyers, legal spe-
cialists and environmental activists
have tried to amend the Rome Stat-
ute - the constitutive treaty of the
ICC - to include ecocide as a crime.

For now, the ICC promotes inter-
national peace and justice through
prosecuting war crimes, crimes
against humanity, genocide, and the

crime of aggression. “Ecocide” is the
word used to describe the atrocities
that our planet is facing, and accord-
ing to Stop Ecocide International, it
means “killing one’s home”. The ICC,
and criminal law in general, has the
power of focusing on the individual.
Incorporating ecocide as a crime in
the Rome Statue would somewhat
bring a sense of responsibility and at-
tribution to the individuals at stake,
and send a message to the world.

So, why are we not criminalizing eco-
cide? The problem is anarchy, as is
in general with international politics
and law. In order for the Rome Statute
to be amended, there are four import-
ant steps that need to be taken: pro-
posal, admissibility, adoption into the
Statute, and ratification. The lengthy
and bureaucratic procedure requires
a two thirds majority of the States
Parties to agree and vote for the in-
clusion of ecocide as a fifth crime of
the ICC. After that, it takes national
law enforcement institutions to adopt
the amendment into each State Party.
Another important move in this di-
rection of protection of biodiversi-
ty is Interpol’s goal to “disrupt the
networks behind illegal logging”.
By coordinating police forces inter-
nationally, Interpol has the poten-

tial to detect illegal activities such
as corruption, that eventually lead
to causing deforestation. One of the
many ways in which Interpol acts is
through raising greater police aware-
ness about the international illegal
trafficking of wood. In this sense, they
offer technical, intelligence and op-
erational support to member states.
Taking actions together bonds police
officers transnationally, strength-
ening the overall cooperation. In-
terpol also publicizes reports, and
actively researches the problem, all
while training missions and builds
local capacity to tackle problems
bottom-up. Results have proved this
coordination rather successful, with
Interpol seizing over 1 million cubic
meters of illicit timber. But, as men-
tioned earlier, 36 million cubic me-
ters of wood legally leave the wild
Romanian forests on a yearly basis.

So, is the problem really the legality
of deforestation, or is it a principi-
al issue about values? The ‘perfect
solution’ remains to be discovered.
But in the meantime, immorally, yet
legally, the biodiversity of Earth is
at stake. And all of this is happening
far from the eye of the public, in the
East, where the main pillars of the
rule of law are yet to be established.
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Yucatdn as an Exception to Rising Criminal Violence in México

The authors Shannan Matice and Sandra Ley look into the reasons
why the region of Yucatan has lower levels of violence compared
to other regions in Mexico. However, there are still considerable

levels of violence in terms of violence against women and tor- 0
ture from the police. The police torture levels are medium to high

compared to other states in Mexico; this is due to the nature of the
brutality. While some states report that the ill-treatment is used
to extract information, Yucatan’s police use it mainly to punish
people for their crimes. The amount of homicides and massacres

is considerably low in the region. According to the authors, this is
due to the “close intergovernmental relationships across levels of
government - federal and state - as well as across security agen-
cies”. The authors encourage future research to include a compari-
son between Yucatan and other states.

Journal of Politics in Latin America

India’s Infrastructure Building In Africa: South-South Cooperation And The
Abstraction Of Responsibility

Author Barnaby Dye investigates the recent trend of Global South countries
collaborating. In particular, he explores the case of India financing the construc-
tion of the Nyabarongo Dam in Rwanda. According to Dye, this collaboration is

a never-seen-before kind. Before, South-South cooperation was marked by a call
for reform to change the global power structure. Dye claims that now, instead,
there are less grand political schemes and that instead South-South cooperation
is merely economic. As he explains, the intervention of India did not empower
Rwanda as a state but rather strengthened the Indian participating companies.

/

African Affairs

The Far Right, Labor Unions, and the Working Class in Turkey since
the 1960s

The article by Ilker Aytiirk and Berk Esen looks into the policies concern-
ing the working class since the 1960s in Turkey. It examines the almost

Wunchanged attitude of the nationalists . On the other hand, political

Islamists have seen a progressive shift toward neoliberal policies. This

is mainly due to the President since the 1990s - Recep Tayyip Erdogan. =
As both the nationalist and the political Islamists are representatives of
the far-right, they bear a lot of resemblances. However, none of them has
ever been as pro-business as now. Their newer policies promote privat-
ization, new and flexible employment patterns, and put an emphasis on
private economic actors. Compared to the economic strategies adopted
since the 1990s, the 1970s were marked by lesser engagement with the
labor market and their interest, represented in the face of the political
Islamists. The authors “highlight the working relationship between Is- )
lamist mayors and the so-called pious bourgeoisie in local governments

as well as the willingness of neoliberal ulema to endorse these ties”.
Moreover, the article tries to prove that both the Islamists and the na- D
tionalists were lobbying for workers through their religious and ethnic )
identities.

The Middle East Journal

AR VAN

Revisiting the May 1998 Riots in Indonesia: Civilians and Their Untold Memories

The article shows a recollection of memories of the civilians who experienced the
1998 riots in Indonesia. The authors of the paper chose to conduct an anonymous
online survey. The 235 respondents were grouped into those that are ethnic Chinese
and Pribumi, an umbrella term for indigenous Indonesians. The attacks targeted the
ethnic Chinese community of Indonesia leaving 1000 dead and many more injured.
There is little known beyond these facts and so the authors” main motive for the
article was to shed light on the events. The idea was to reach a general understanding
of what happened, but also explore personal stories showing how particular commu-
nities dealt with the riots. The study is both psychological and sociological because it
goes beyond the repercussions of the violence and examines the consequences it had
on the people. The reason why those riots happened in the first place was that the
military blamed the ethnic Chinese community for the collapse of the economy, which
initiated the anger that arose from the masses.

Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs
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THE DIFFERENCE YOUR
ORIGIN MAKES

The Islamophobia behind the welcoming
of refugees in Europe

ince the beginning of the
SUkrainian—Russian conflict, one

of the biggest topics of conver-
sation has been the tremendous on-
slaught of refugees escaping Ukraine.
Within the first day of the invasion,
hundreds of thousands of Ukraini-
ans began crossing the border into
the neighbouring states ideologically
opposing Russia’s invasion. Fundrais-
ers to help refugees and social media
movements started within move-
ments, condemning Russia’s and
President Vladimir Putin’s response.

Far and few in between the news ar-
ticles covering all of this were reports
that some individuals were not hav-
ing the same efficient traversing of
the border, some even not being let
through for days. These individuals
happened to be foreign students and
workers, originating mostly from
Africa and India. Although Polish
UN Ambassador Krzysztof Szczer-
ski stated that this was not happen-
ing, many of these foreign nation-
als were being told to wait or not be
allowed to cross the border, while
Ukrainians were being prioritised.

Bulgarian Prime Minister Pet-
kov worded the situation best, al-
though offensively, that these peo-
ple “are educated” and focused on
the idea that Ukrainians are not
of the sort “who could have been
even terrorists”. It is similar ideolo-

by Daria Aron

gies that create the comparison be-
tween Europe’s two recent refugee
waves — the 2015 Syria crisis and
the ongoing 2022 Ukrainian conflict.

&
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Islamophobia has been seen increas-
ingly since the 2015 influx of Syrian
refugees, and it has been heightened
by the subsequent terrorist attacks.
PM Petkov’s same ideology has been
mirrored throughout the continent
and even more within the Europe-
an Union. In the case of the Syrian
refugees, countries such as Austria,
Romania, and Croatia limited the
number of refugees they would grant
entrance considerably, only allow-
ing thousands, and some countries,
such as Hungary, shut their bor-
ders completely to these refugees.

Consequently, in 2020, president of
the European Commission Ursula von
der Leyen pledged €500 million in the
crackdown on such refugees getting
into the EU from Greece. One year
later, the EU was once again blocking
refugees from Iraq and Syria entering
from Belarus. On top of these block-
ades, there are rampant cases of hu-
man rights violations against these
refugees by national authorities.

At the official policy level, von der
Leyen stated that “All those fleeing
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s
bombs are welcome in Europe” and
the EU’s Temporary Protection Di-
rective (TPD) was launched, mark-
ing its first time of use. The TPD was
created after the conflict in Yugo-
slavia as a measure to support refu-
gees if a similar influx occurred. It is
worth noting that this directive was
launched only when thousands start-
ed leaving Ukraine, but it was never
declared during the influx of Syrian
refugees which amounted to over 5
million arriving on Europe’s shores.

Ultimately, Europe’s entire approach
to the Syrian refugees stands in stark
contrast among citizens as well. This
is not surprising as the combination
of national governments, the en-
grained Islamophobia among many
of Europe’s citizens, and the narrative
created by the media regarding the
crisis looked favourably upon helping
Ukrainian refugees to the furthest ex-
tent. This has included people offer-
ing their food, goods and even houses,
all while ignoring the ongoing crisis
at the borders of Europe which still
push refugees originating from the
Middle East as far as possible. Re-
garding this issue, one’s place of or-
igin is making the cardinal decision
regarding their treatment in their
time of need is an unavoidable fact.

ESTABLISHING FREEDOM

IN THE EU

What is the European Commission’s New Anti-SLAPP

Package Proposal?

by Georgia Canurda «nd Barclay Wijnbergen

n 27 April, the European Com-
Omission proposed a new di-
rective aiming to protect ac-
tivists, journalists and human right

defenders against Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation (SLAPPs).

SLAPPs are lawsuits filed by power-
ful actors against civil society actors
who criticize them on topics of so-
cial importance, the purpose of the
SLAPPs being to silence the activists.
These lawsuits are an obvious
threat to the rule of law, plurali-
ty and democracy in the Europe-
an Union. This proposal represents
a powerful tool for the protection
of the founding values of the EU.

How big is the SLAPP issue in
Europe?

The 2020 and 2021 Rule of Law Re-
ports found an alarming and ris-
ing trend of SLAPP cases in Europe.
This comes at the detriment of many
voices that deserve to be heard, such
as climate change activists, human
rights defenders, youth participa-
tion, and anti-corruption journalists.
Unsurprisingly, many of the reported
SLAPP cases in Europe are concen-
trated in Eastern Europe, in countries
like Romania, Poland, and Hungary.

The rule of law is an important pillar
of the way in which Europe functions.
Tom Bingham (2010) de-
fines the rule of law as:

“All individuals and all organisa-
tions within the state, whether
public or private, are bound by and
entitled to the benefit of laws pro-
spectively promulgated and pub-
licly administered in the courts.”

To bring this to reality, public in-
stitutions have to protect human
rights and the will of the majority.

“The respect of human
rights and an established
democratic system play a
crucial role in establish-
ing the democratic norms
that are necessary to the

rule of law.
SLAPP cases are a threat
to both elements that
compose the rule of law.”

What is the Commission propos-
ing?

The directive has five main pillars
of the proposal: early dismissal of a
manifestly unfounded court proceed-
ing, procedural costs for the court
proceedings and lawyer, compen-
sation of material and immaterial

damages, dissuasive penalties from
the court, and protection against
third-country judgements. On top of
these binding (in the case of approval
of the proposal) elements, the Com-
mission issues a recommendation
to all Member States. Some of these
recommendations include to provide
skill trainings to legal professionals
and targets; adapt national legis-
lations to protect targets; conduct
awareness raising campaigns; and
collect relevant data on abusive cases.

This anti-SLAPP package is the prod-
uct of consultations with the NGO
and civil society sector, and is about
to be negotiated between the Eu-
ropean Parliament and the Council
of Ministers before it becomes law.

Not only do SLAPP cases undermine
democratic values, but the very ex-
istence of these values is what re-
stricts the recurrence of manifestly
unfounded cases. One way is through
undermining the core value of de-
mocracy, and the other is through
restricting human rights. We can re-
main hopeful that the new European
Commission Anti-SLAPP Directive
will help strengthen the rule of law
in our home countries and in Europe.




English
20 Engels

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
IN SRI LANKA

It has been a long time coming

Covid-19 emergency measures are

being felt in many middle-income
and developing countries. With the
external economic shocks caused by
the pandemic, as well as the more re-
cent war on Ukraine, these countries
are now suffering internal political
dysfunction and economic crises. One
of the most stark examples of these
circumstances is Sri Lanka. It is expe-
riencing the worst economic crisis it
hashadsinceitsindependencein 1948.

In 2022, the after effects of the

Initially, the government failed to rec-
ognise the existence of any crisis, and
refused to seek help from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF). The
state minister of finances, Cabraal,
also took offense to Moody’s rating
downgrades, calling them “erroneous
and unwarranted”. By March 2022,
the government recognised a problem
existed, but refused to take responsi-
bility. In a speech given by the presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa, he blamed
his critics. This sentiment was echoed
by Cabraal, who blamed the me-
dia, the opposition’s reports, rating
agencies and the Covid-19 pandemic.

However, the situation only wors-

by Ana Dadu

ened, and not long after, pro-
testers took to the streets.

As the Prime Minister Rajapaka
struggled to survive politically, he
accepted help from India and China,
and appealed to the IMF for a bailout.

“The government has
tried mitigating the
effects of economic

collapse by implementing
drastic measures,
one of them being a four
day work week to public
sector workers to allow
them to grow their own
crops.”

However, the measures are doing little
tohelpthosestruggling.InJune,11died
in a week, waiting for queues for fuel.

What started off as peaceful protests
demanding the Prime Minister to
step down had turned into violence,
as they were met by counter-pro-
testers sent by the government. The
government announced a state of
emergency as anti-government pro-
testers went on an arson spree. Pol-
iticians have been attacked, injured,
and one of them has been killed. Now,
the nation faces severe shortages of
food, fuel, medicine and electricity.

With its foreign exchange reserves
plummeting to record lows, new-
ly appointed Prime Minister Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe who took of-
fice following the violent protests
had erupted, admitted the econ-
omy has completely collapsed,
and the country cannot afford im-
ports and make its debt payments.

Whilst the Covid-19 pandemic and
Russia’s war on Ukraine has exac-
erbated the severity of the situa-
tion, the economic crisis Sri Lanka
is now facing has been a long time
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coming. Under president Rajapaska,

the government had made large tax
cuts, causing budget deficits to soar.

The loss in tax revenue resulted
in rating agencies to downgrade
the sovereign credit rating, mak-
ing it harder to take on more debt.
To cover up government spending, the
central bank printed more money, ig-
noring advice from the IMF to do the
opposite. Additionally, many blame
Rajapaska for falling into the Chinese
“debt trap”. Sri Lanka borrowed vast
sums of money from China in order
to finance large infrastructure proj-
ects. Many ended up being unprofit-
able and viewed as “white elephants”.

In September 2021, the government
announced an economic emergency,
as the situation was further aggra-
vated by the falling national currency
exchange rate, inflation rising as re-
sult of high food prices, and pandemic
restrictions in tourism which further
decreased the country’s income. The

war in Ukraine has only complicat-
ed the situation. Both Russia and
Ukraine are vital import sources for
wheat and export sources for tea.
More than half of Sri Lanka’s import-
ed soybeans, sunflower oil and seeds,
and peas, are imported from Ukraine.
The war has spiked fuel and com-
modity prices. Russia has used this
opportunity to offer Sri Lanka fer-
tilizer and fuel aid. This has put Sri
Lanka in a morally difficult situation.

“Do you cooperate with
a country waging an un-
justified war costing the
lives of tens of thousands

of innocent people to save
your own, also equally
innocent citizens?”

Russia undoubtedly knows this, and
it can be argued that it is using Sri

Lanka’s economic hardship to ex-
pand its oil and other commodity
exports, as many Western allies have
cut ties with Russian businesses.
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TRANSNISTRIA’S NEW-
FOUND IMPORTANCE

How Transnistria could play a crucial role
in Russia’s war on Ukraine

Transnistria is often talked about as the
last remainder of the Soviet Union. For-
mally part of Moldova, it sees itself as
an independent state. In 1992, Trans-
nistria achieved its de-facto indepen-
dence with the help of Russia, whose
“peacekeeper troops” are still stationed
there today. Recently, Belarussian
President Lukashenko was seen photo-
graphed with a battle map that depicted
Transnistria and the stationed Russian
troops. This has drawn international
interest towards the separatist state.

ocated along the Ukrainian bor-
Lder, the Pridnestrovskaia Mol-

davskaia Respublica or PMR,
commonly known as Transnistria,
houses a population of roughly half
a million. The separatist state has
its own government, currency, flag,
and armed forces. Transnistria’s
capital Tiraspol is made up of gray
apartment blocks and huge public
buildings. These are accompanied by
grand marble statues of Lenin. No-
tably, a monument to commemorate
the 20th anniversary of the station-
ing of Russian peacekeeper troops
in Transnistria was built in 2012. It
depicts a pigeon carrying a weapon.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, a
civil war between Moldovan armed
forces and separatists in Transnistria,
who were supplied with weapons by
Russia, broke out. Before a ceasefire
agreement was reached in 1992, the

by Johanna Welk

conflict had already killed roughly 700
people. Until today, the conflict has
never been fully resolved and Russian
influence in Transnistria never faded.

Until recently, the Council of Europe
classified Transnistria as “under the
effective control of the Russian Fed-
eration”. As of March 2022, the Coun-
cil changed this assessment, calling
Transnistria an “occupied territory”
and revoking Russia’s membership.
The change in classification is seen as
providing leverage for the Moldovan
society to block any attempts of le-
gitimizing Transnistria’s status. The
Parliamentary Assembly of the Coun-
cil of Europe (PACE) justified this by
identifying Russia as a security threat
for Europe as displayed by military
aggression against Moldova and the
occupation of Transnistria, while
also condemning the war on Ukraine.

Transnistria’s political elite still has
deep ties to Moscow. While it de-
clared itself an independent state,
there is a persistent interest in join-
ing Russia. The annexation of Crimea
and the start of the war on Ukraine
further strengthened this. A referen-
dum in 2006 showed that 98 per cent
of the Transnistrian population are
hoping to be reintegrated into Russia.
Therefore, it comes as a surprise that
the Transnistrian government has
not endorsed Russia’s war on Ukraine
and even called it “regrettable” as of

April. The outbreak of the war has in-
creased political unrest, but the pop-
ulation remains divided on the issue.

Transnistria’s location and ties to
Russia make the war a contested issue
among the population. De-facto Pres-
ident Krasnoselsky is attempting to
clearly show that Transnistria is help-
ing Ukrainian refugees as best as pos-
sible with local media praising him
for his efforts daily. At the same time,
he is trying to reassure Transnistrian
citizens that Russia’s war on Ukraine
will not destabilize the country and
Transnistria will not be affected.

Transnistria’s persistent neutrality
is likely due to its economic and cul-
tural ties to Ukraine. Ukrainian is one
of Transnistria’s main languages and
about one-third of Transnistria’s pop-
ulation are native Ukrainians. Many
Transnistrian citizens are against the
war and the de-facto state is offering
refuge for Ukrainians. Furthermore,
Transnistria is highly dependent on
Ukraine economically as Ukraine
ensures its access to foreign mar-
kets and is a major trading partner.

Because of Transnistria’s deep ties
to Russia, a possibility to be rein-
tegrated might lead the govern-
ment to change its stance and en-
dorse Russia’s war on Ukraine.
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ON HUMAN CAPITAL

How people should live their abilities

People are the backbone of our society.
However, they are as much exploited as
any other resource. That is the problem
of human capital. The human body has
its limits and oursociety has agoodgrasp
on how to find them and exploit them.

and how it shapes people, Sir Ken

Robinson touches upon human ca-
pacity. His work in the UK education-
al system was revolutionary in the
sense that he tried to emphasize the
importance of all subjects, instead of
prioritizing only some. According to
a paper by Claudia Goldin, a profes-
sor from Harvard: “Human capital is
the stock of skills that the labor force
possesses. The flow of these skills is
forthcoming when the return to in-
vestment exceeds the cost (both di-
rect and indirect). Returns to these
skills are private in the sense that an
individual’s productive capacity in-
creases with more of them”. There-
fore, when the distribution of skills
is irregular, then so is the return.

In his TED Talk about education

Sir Ken Robinson was an education-
alist who conducted research on the
relationship between arts, drama,
and education. In the most-watched

to the fullest

by Lyuba Nicheva

TED talk of all time “Do schools kill
creativity?” Robinson established
a well-known truth - that subjects
are ranked by importance in school.
Math and sciences are at the top of
the hierarchy. Then they are followed
by languages, humanities, and arts at
the lowest level. And even the Arts
themselves are ordered hierarchi-
cally with drama and dance at the
bottom and music and art at the top.

This distinction puts a lot of pressure
on people who are passionate about
arts. Furthermore, it puts an empha-
sis on the material side of work such
as money and leaving passion and
talent behind. Parents are aware of
this and reinforce the standard. Most
families that can afford extra-curric-
ular activities, private schools, and
lessons, fill up their children’s sched-
ules, just so the kids can eventually go
to the best schools and universities.

“In the 21st century,
children are being inter-
viewed for kindergarten

similar to how their

parents are being
interviewed for jobs.
The ultimate goal is to
provide the children with
the creme de la creme of
everything.”

However, this approach is rather dan-
gerous as it puts people in an unnec-
essary social hierarchy. Those who
can afford extra activities have a head
start. Moreover, the more money the
parents spend on lessons, the high-
er the chance that their children will
be exposed to music and art. That
is because they will have the option
to diversify their interests. When
the children have covered the “im-
portant” subject they can then pro-
ceed to do theater or dance classes.

Sir Ken Robinson talks of human
ecology. Just like many other resourc-
es, humans are not renewable. As Sir
Ken Robinson puts it: ”I believe our
only hope for the future is to adopt
a new conception of human ecology,
one in which we start to reconstitute

our conception of the richness of hu-
man capacity. Our education system
has mined our minds in the way that
we strip-mine the earth for a partic-
ular commodity. And for the future,
it won’t serve us. We have to re-
think the fundamental principles on
which we’re educating our children”.

The richness of human capacity is the
celebration of diversity amongst the
people. In this particular example, di-
versity is the range of human abilities
and talents. People should be encour-
aged to pursue what they are passion-
ate about and good at, not necessar-
ily what companies look for. The job
market is a vicious one and children
are taught from an early age that be-
ing accepted in the best university is a
competition. From thereon this com-
petition only gains speed. But what
does the best university mean, if one
is interested in a subject at which the
“best universities” are not good at.

Prestige is an important element
when it comes to human ecology.
People are willing to sacrifice a lot for
a place at a prestigious university or a
good job. Instead of bringing up chil-
dren with the understanding that any
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job or field is good enough, parents
choose to pressure their children into
pursuing careers in “high-paid” jobs.
However, going the conventional
way and studying Economics, Law or
Medicine does not necessarily entail a
happy and fulfilling life. A life lived to
the fullest, embracing one’s strengths,
is worth way more than a “good” job.

Even in careers in Political Science,
there is a certain hierarchy: Working
for the government is more pres-
tigious than working for an NGO.

“Why can’t people do
what they do best and just
be praised for it?”

When people are faced with the deci-
sion of what to do in their life in terms
of work, they are confronted with a di-
lemma. The choice is between a career
that might be perceived as care free
or one that is considered important.
Though when put into perspective,
what is life without any sense of cul-
ture? And if there is indeed a need
for culture then why aren’t those
practicing it seen as equals to those

that solve big scientific questions?

Some, whose dream from childhood
on was to be a musician and who
spend their whole lives in glamorous
concert halls, still feel the pressure
from society to get a diploma from
a university. On the other hand, tech
moguls do not feel the same pressure
because their job is “more important”
than that of a musician. In conclusion,
if people can succeed in life without a
higher education in certain careers,
there shouldn’t be such a pressure
on those who don’t obtain a diploma.

People should learn to be more un-
derstanding and open to other ca-
reer choices. Children should not be
compared for their math grades and
those who love the theater more than
they love physics shouldn’t be down-
graded for it. In the end, it all comes
down to encouraging young people to
follow their interests and passions.
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POLITIEKE PARTIJEN ZIJN
RISICO-AVERS GEWORDEN

et stinkt in Den Haag. De
Hpolitieke partijen zijn aan

het rotten. Er waren 299 da-
gen nodig om uiteindelijk tot een
coalitie te komen. Je zou bijna ze-
ggen: plak er nog een dag aan vast,
dan is het in ieder geval een mooi,
rond getal. Dat het zo lang duurt om
tot een coalitie te komen, is schi-
jnbaar niet erg. Sterker nog, het is
juist ‘gezond’ voor de democratie.

Door die eindeloze gesprekken kun-
nen partijen die ongelofelijk van
elkaar verschillen toch met elkaar
door één deur. Maar verschillen die
partijen daadwerkelijk zoveel van
elkaar? De partijen die écht anders
zijn, vallen namelijk buiten de boot.
Gehele bevolkingsgroepen uitslu-
iten is eerder de regel dan de uit-
zondering geworden. Was het niet
de essentie van democratie om te
luisteren naar iemand met een te-
gengestelde mening. En wie ben jij
om alvorens de kiezer heeft gespro-
ken, de uitslagen van de verkiezingen
te bepalen, puur en alleen omdat je
de andere politieke leider niet mag?

Iedereen moet voor werk of opleid-
ing wel eens samenwerken met ie-

by Daniéel Vredenberg

mand die je niet uit kan staan. Politi-
ci hebben toch voorbeeldfuncties?

Velen zeggen dat het poldermodel een
Nederlandse uitvinding is. We over-
leggen totdat we erbij neervallen om
zo tot een samenwerking te komen.

“Vroeger werden
bevolkingsgroepen uit-
gesloten van het gehele

stemproces.

Nu mag gelukkig iedereen

stemmen.

Alleen is er geen garantie
dat er ook daadwerkelijk
wat met je stem gedaan

wordt.”

In wezen is er dus weinig ve-

randerd. Allerminst een gesprek

met grote politieke tegenpo-
len moet op zijn plaats zijn.

Maar nee, met hen gaan we niet in
gesprek. Dat zijn toch alleen maar
vuile populisten waarvan de oplossin-

gen te simpel zijn. Terwijl, misschien
is de oplossing ook wel simpel en
denk jij gewoon te moeilijk. Op het
moment dat een samenleving zich-
zelf ontvreemd van de werkelijkheid,
dan worden mensen buitenspel gezet
die de werkelijkheid wél benoemen.
De werkelijkheid vinden gevestig-
de partijen vaak lastig. Er wordt ze
namelijk een spiegel voorgehouden.

De cancelcultuur werpt nu ook zijn
rotte vruchten af op de politiek. Pol-
itieke partijen zijn immers van elkaar
afhankelijk voor kabinetsdeelname.

Een aantal partijen in het bijzonder
zijn extreem belangrijk voor kabi-
netsdeelname. De VVD heeft sinds
de Tweede Wereldoorlog in meer dan
de helft van alle kabinetten deelge-
nomen. CDA en PvdA in iets minder
dan de helft. Overeenstemming met
deze partijen is dus van politiek lev-
ensbelang. Zodra iemand iets zegt
wat deze gevestigde partijen niet
aanstaat, dan is het politieke leven
voorbij. Die hele partij is dan gecan-
celd. Van de aardbodem geveegd al-
sof het nooit heeft bestaan. Poten-
tie om dan ooit nog mee te kunnen
doen, is in zijn geheel verdwenen.

De enige optie om ooit in een kabi-
net te komen, is om de gevestigde
partijen naar de mond te praten.
Gevestigde partijen moeten gevleid
worden zodat je kan rekenen op hun
goedkeuring. Wie staat er dan voorop,
is de vraag. In zo'n geval gaat het
niet meer om het vertegenwoordi-
gen van Nederlanders, maar om het
pleasen van de gevestigde partijen.

“Uit angst zijn politieke
partijen risico-avers
geworden. Ze durven niets
meer te vinden.”

Door het hebben van een mening,
zet je jezelf buitenspel en maak je
jezelf  kabinetsdeelname onmo-
gelijk. Terwijl vrijheid van mening-
suiting toch onderdeel zou moet-
en zijn van een democratie. Het is
vreselijk kinderachtig om niet met
iemand in gesprek te gaan om-
dat hij een ander standpunt heeft.

Wie geeft jou het recht om te oor-

delen dat bepaalde meningen
goed of fout zijn? Of iemand iets
wel of niet mag zeggen? Waar-
om zijn jouw ideeén superieur
ten opzichte van iemand anders?

Als je dat punt hebt bereikt, ben
je doof geworden voor een ande-
re mening. Dan is het poldermodel
een jaknikker geworden voor je ei-
gen politieke ambities. Wat een feest
voor de democratie als we bang zijn
geworden om te zeggen wat we écht
vinden. Geef blijk dat mensen met
compleet andere opvattingen besta-
an. Negeer ze niet dood, dat ver-
ergert de onvrede alleen maar. En
misschien blijkt dan uit een goed
gesprek dat er toch een samenwerk-
ing inzit. Niet geschoten is altijd mis.

Als je niks meer durft te zeggen,
wie vertegenwoordig je dan nog?
Wie maak je blij om jezelf afzijdig
te houden van gevoelige discussies
terwijl dat juist je beroep is. Daar

krijg je ten slotte meer dan een ton
per jaar voor betaald. Puntje bij
paaltje valt er niks meer te kiezen.

Probeer voor de lol eens zonder ver-
kiezingsprogramma’s bij de hand de
fundamentele verschillen op te noe-
men tussen de PvdA en GroenLinks. Of
tussen VVD en CDA. Of tussen D66 en
GroenLinks. Mensen haken af omdat
ze hun vinger niet meer kunnen leg-
gen op de verschillen tussen partijen.
Eniiberhaupt stemmen heeft geen zin.

De kaarten zijn immers al voor de ver-
kiezingen verdeeld. Dan nog steeds
verbaasd reageren dat het vertrou-
wen in de politiek een dieptepunt
heeft bereikt. Misschien komt dat
doordat een aantal mensen denk-
en boven de democratie te staan.
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DEBAT HAS ITS
OWN PODCAST!

L i

In the first episode, we asked a counterterrorism
expert about his experiences and the common
misconceptions about this field

You can find it on our website

_ f <lha&h*#>4@l‘|l|--“\iﬂuv‘puﬂiihklbll

“I am not a politician. I

am just a simple person

who has come to break
down this system.”

With a fresh wind of anti-establish-
ment, anti-corruption, and radical-
ly transformative ideas, Volodymyr
Zelensky came sailing into Presi-
dential office in 2019. It seemed for
a while that history could not make
up its mind about this former law
student, later comedian, and actor.

Many challenges were thrown his
way: the involvement in the impeach-
ment of Donald Trump, the COVID
crisis and now a full-on war with Rus-
sia. Support for the President is wide-
spread, both from within Ukraine as
from the international community.

Born to a Jewish family in Eastern
Ukraine in 1978, Zelensky is a native
Russian speaker, but also fluent in
Ukrainian and English. He uses this
to his advantage when speaking di-
rectly to the Russian population or
addressing Western governments for
help. After completing his studies in
law, he made a career in comedy and
as a general producer of the Ukrainian
TV channels. He later created his own
production company for comedy and
romcoms. In 2015, he played the main
role in the TV series “Servant of the

VOLODYMYR
ZELENSKY

From ‘actor turned president’ to
a true national hero

by Julia Kratofil

People”,inwhich an ex-history-teach-
er is elected President of Ukraine.
The popularity he reached from this
show was easily turned into support
for his presidential campaign. A rath-
er a-typical campaign it was, target-
ing social media instead of traditional
means, appealing to the emotions of
the people and emphasizing the need
for total systems change. The jump
from an actor to president, howev-
er, might not even be that far: good
communication and rhetorical skills,
calmness in front of the camera, good
memorization, and a sense for authen-
ticity are skills needed in both worlds.

The beginnings of his term looked
promising: he had more power than
any of his predecessors due to a ma-
jority in parliament and could select
his own cabinet. The government
started digitalizing the country and
initiating a new infrastructure pro-
gram. Increasingly, however, criti-
cism flowed in. No steps were made
to combat corruption or break the
rule of the elites, which he had prom-
ised in his campaign. In fact, inde-
pendent news agencies state that
the President himself was involved
in corruption and money-launder-
ing and is sponsored by an oligarch.

The road project was too expensive,
untransparent and paid for with
money originally allocated to the
COVID-relief funds. Opinion polls
in January showed that only 25% of

Ukrainians would re-elect Zelen-
sky, 53% did not believe he would
be able to defend the country in
case of an invasion from Russia. For
him, critics say, gestures are more
important than their consequenc-
es and the “tendency to treat ev-
erything like a show”, prevents the
people from taking him seriously.

This image has changed in only a cou-
ple of months as Russia’s aggressions
have mounted in a military invasion.
Zelensky has stepped up as a leader
and is now gathering international
support through an informational
war, hitting governments and orga-
nizations with factually researched
statements on the Ukraine war and
skilfully linking them with emotion-
al appeal. Especially references to big
figures in the countries” national his-
tory, such as Winston Churchill and
Martin Luther King, have proven to
be fruitful. The US, EU and UK have
expressed their continuous support
for Ukraine in its war against Russia.

Using social media, he has spared
no effort to convince Ukrainians to
continue in their fight against the
common enemy. While the future of
Ukraine remains uncertain, Zelensky
will most probably make it into the
history books of the next generation
for he “has taught us that leadership
is real and that leadership matters.”
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HOW THE INTERNET IS
BREAKING OUR BRAINS

A review of the “Offline with Jon Favreau” podcast

Growing up as so-called digital na-
tives, everyone in my generation
seems to be aware that the internet
is somehow breaking our brains. So-
cial media has been proven to be det-
rimental to mental health, advance
polarisation, spread misinformation,
as well as destroy productivity and
actually, counterintuitively, lessen
social connection. Nevertheless, it
seems evident that this is an import-
ant part of our lives that will certainly
not lose significance in the future. But
exactly how the internet is breaking
our brains and finding out what can
be done about it is the mission of the
podcast “Offline with Jon Favreau”.

The podcast was formerly launched
as a series on the feed of the liberal
political podcast “Pod save America”
hosted by four former Obama staffers,
but has since moved to its own feed
and collected an impressive guest
list. Each episode is hosted by Jon
Favreau, who was head speech writer
under President Obama and has since
then co-founded the media company
“Crooked media” that has produced
a wide array of podcasts and fea-
tures a guest, whose experience and
relationship with the current media
landscape and online world is dis-
cussed. Guests have so far included
activist Monica Lewinsky, late night
host Stephen Colbert, author Chim-
amanda Ngozi Adichie, co-founder of
Twitter Ev Williams, tech journalist

by Celine Westhoff
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Kara Swisher, New York Times col-
umnist Ezra Klein and many more.

Through this wide span of guests
from different backgrounds, different
aspects of current internet culture are
addressed. This includes cancel cul-
ture, whether it is a thing and how it is
misunderstood, misinformation, the
importance of doing nothing, the con-
sequences of social media for mental
health, and the power of tech CEOs.

The podcast offers interesting view-
points on social media, highlighting
many aspects that I did not know
about before or had never seen from
that particular perspective. I found
the episodes with Monica Lewinsky
and Kara Swisher especially inter-
esting and would highly recommend
them to anyone. Monica Lewinsky
describes herself as patient zero of
modern media cancel culture, as she
was solely being blamed for the Clin-

ton-Lewinsky scandal in the 1990s,
an event that destroyed her liveli-
hood for more than ten years after
and caused deep mental health strug-
gles. As a TED speaker, producer and
activist today, she has deep insights
into what public opinion can do to
private people involuntarily put into
the spotlight and how the media so
often gets it wrong to accustom the
fast-paced scandal-hopping news
cycle. Kara Swisher is known as the
most feared journalist in Silicon Val-
ley and shares what she has learned
about tech CEOs through interview-
ing everyone from Mark Zuckerberg
over Jack Dorsey to Elon Musk. She
talks about the role of the internet
and misinformation in the Ukraine
conflict as well as why tech CEOs
seem not to understand their respon-
sibility when everyone else sees it.

The podcast does present a variety of
views because of the different guests,
but clearly presents liberal, progres-
sive perspectives and does not pre-
tend to be nonpartisan in any way.
Overall, if you are interested in the
offline consequences of online life
and how the design of social media
platform contributes to current soci-
etal problems, this podcast is a great
source of information as you can pick
and choose episodes based on the
themes talked about and the guest
interviewed, or listen to the whole se-
ries if you are looking for a deep dive.

SAVE THE DATE

Elections, SPIL activities, and Dutch holidays

March 7
SPIL x Efteling

March 9
South Korean
Presidential electionsr

March 12
Turkmenistan
Presidential elections

March 15
Interim GA

March 22
Deadline applications
for SPIL Long Trip

March 26
Maltese Parliamentary
elections

April 2
Start of Ramadan

April 3
Hungarian elections

April 4-8
SPIL Lustrum Week

April 9
SPIL Lustrum Gala

April 15
Good Friday

April 17
Faster Sundayt

April 18
Faster Monday

April 19
East Timor Presidential
elections

April 24
French Presidential
election (2nd round)

April 27
King's Day

May 2
Eid-al-Fitr
(end of Ramadan)

May 5
Cinco de Mayo

May 5
Dutch Liberation Day

May 15
| ebanese elections







