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Testing the Waters
2021 was the year of resilience. Many countries started to bounce 
back from the pandemic with their vaccinations campaign while 
others had to enter lockdowns again. But COVID-19 is not the 
only reason why this year was significant. Political tensions came 
back to life. The European Union’s role keeps being questioned by 
its Member States. Activist movements do not fail to bring into 
the discourse the many issues silenced by political elites, always 
advocating for civil rights and access to basic necessities. The 
theme of this edition falls among the issues brought up by many 
activists all over the world, and yet is not as prominent as it could 
be: Water. 

Our vision for DEBAT revolves around diversity and inclusion. 
That is why this edition proudly includes articles ranging from 
Southeast Asian geopolitical conflicts and Turkey’s devastating 
forest fires to the water crises in South Africa and First Nations 
communities. In particular, this edition of DEBAT evaluates in-
ternational cooperation such as the COP26, the European Union’s 
enlargement debates, and the efficacy of humanitarian aid. This 
conscious diversity effort reflects the interests and experiences of 
DEBAT’s writers, allowing the magazine to represent the multiple 
discussions taking place in different areas of the world. As always, 
DEBAT aims to portray today’s most relevant and controversial 
issues all through the eyes of Political Science students. 

Ada Haliloglu and Martina Sclaverano
DEBAT’s editors-in-chief

“Testing the Waters”
Het jaar 2021 stond in het teken van veerkracht. Veel landen 
begonnen terug te veren van de pandemie met hun vaccinatie-
campagnes, terwijl andere landen zich opnieuw gedwongen zagen 
in lockdown te gaan. Maar COVID-19 is niet de enige factor die 
dit jaar significant maakt. Politieke spanningen laaiden weer op. 
Lidstaten van de Europese Unie blijven haar rol bevragen. Activis-
tische bewegingen laten niet na om de vele zaken die verzwegen 
worden door politieke elites onder het licht te brengen: altijd ver-
dedigen ze burgerrechten en de toegang tot basisvoorzieningen. 
Het thema van deze editie is één van zulke zaken; vaak benoemd 
door activisten maar nog niet zo prominent als ze zou kunnen 
zijn: water.

Onze visie voor DEBAT draait om diversiteit en inclusie. Daarom 
bevat deze editie met trots artikelen over een reeks onderwerpen, 
van geopolitieke conflicten in Zuidoost-Azië en de verwoestende 
bosbranden in Turkije, tot de watercrises in Zuid-Afrika en de 
gemeenschappen van de Eerste Naties van Canada. Deze editie 
van DEBAT richt zich in het bijzonder op internationale samen-
werking zoals op de COP26, de discussie rondom uitbreiding van 
de Europese Unie en het nut van humanitaire hulp. Deze bewus-
te diversiteitsinspanning is een reflectie van de interesses en 
ervaringen van de auteurs van DEBAT, zodat het tijdschrift een 
vertegenwoordiging kan vormen van de verscheidene lopende dis-
cussies in verschillende wereldregio’s. Zoals altijd poogt DEBAT 
de meest relevante en controversiële zaken te bezien door de ogen 
van studenten Politicologie. 

Ada Haliloglu en Martina Sclaverano
Hoofdredacteurs DEBAT
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RETROSPECT
In this column, we cover the most impactful 

news stories in the past months.

by Elliot Underhill

CROUCHING TIGRAY,
HIDDEN DRAGON: 

In East Africa, Ethiopia’s civil war 
has taken a dramatic turn, with 
possibly devastating humanitarian 
consequences. The Tigrayan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front, or TPLF, has 
pressed on from their home region to 
the interior of the country, and now 
threaten to take the capital of Addis 
Ababa, having linked up with oth-
er rebel forces. Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed has promised to “bury [the 
TPLF] with our blood,” and major 
news outlets have stated that sever-
al people of a Tigrayan ethnic back-
ground have been arbitrarily arrested 
in the nation’s capital. UN reports 
indicate that there have been war 
crimes on both sides of the conflict.

TROUBLE OVER TAIPEI: 
The People’s Republic of Chi-
na has been causing trouble for 
the government of Taiwan, grow-
ing ever-more aggressive in their 
military stance towards the is-
land nation. Over 50 Chinese
jets have been sighted within Tai-
wanese airspace over the past several 
months. Chinese Premier Xi Jinping 
has declared that Taiwan will be “re-
united” with the PRC, prompting a 
stated declaration from the President 
of the United States, Joe Biden, that 
the US would come to the defense of 
Taiwan if such a provocation were 
to actually take place, a statement 
that seemed to informally bring an 
end to the United States’ policy of 
“strategic ambiguity” on the subject.

POLISH OPPOSITES: 
The EU state of Poland made head-
lines in October when its Consti-
tutional Tribunal declared that the 
Eastern European nation was suppos-
edly not bound by the laws of the Eu-
ropean Union, stating that the state’s 
own laws and constitution were su-
preme to laws made on the EU level. 
Poland, which has already committed 
several violations of European law, 
has had its daily fines increased to 
€1 million per day, fines which will 
begin to be taken out of EU money 
allocated to the state if it refuses to 
pay. The European Commission has 
so far hesitated to declare that Po-
land will be receiving no funds from 
the COVID-19 Recovery Package, and 
heads of EU states are still debating 
as to what should be done to respond 
to Poland’s most recent transgres-
sion. The debate has divided wealthy 
northern EU states, with the Dutch 
Minister-President Mark Rutte prom-
ising to oppose any decision that 
involves distributing COVID-19 re-
covery funds to Poland and outgoing 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
pleading for compromise with the 
recalcitrant government in Warsaw.

RED IS THE NEW BLACK:
Following September’s elections in 
the EU state of Germany, which saw 
the Social Democratic Party of Ger-
many triumph over the ruling Chris-
tian Democratic Union, coalition 
talks between the Greens, the Free 
Democratic Party, and the SDP have 
made serious strides, with the parties 

hoping to form a government by the 
end of the year. However, there have 
been some hiccups as of the past few 
weeks: the Greens fear that their po-
tential partners’ commitments to 
reducing carbon emissions are not 
sufficient given the severity of the cli-
mate crisis and are pushing for great-
er action. Spats between the Greens 
and the liberal FDP have spilled out 
onto Twitter, and some fear that 
the delay may push the process of 
forming a government into 2022.

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK! 
And finally, in the United States, 
President Joe Biden has signed into 
law the first major legislative victory 
of his term: a $1 trillion infrastruc-
ture package designed to modern-
ize the infrastructure of the world’s 
richest country. The bill, cut down 
from the initially proposed $2.3 tril-
lion, features $450 in the renewal 
of existing programs and $550 bil-
lion in new federal spending from 
the United States government. The 
spending features $110 billion for 
roads and bridges, $105 billion for 
improving and expanding the coun-
try’s paltry passenger rail system, 
and $55 billion for the provision of 
clean drinking water, among a series 
of other investments. The infrastruc-
ture bill’s sister piece of legislation, 
the $1.85 trillion Build Back Better 
Act, which promises further invest-
ments, is still stuck in the Senate, 
the US legislature’s upper chamber.
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by Ada Haliloğlu

THE TRUTH BEHIND 
TURKEY’S FOREST FIRES

What went wrong this summer?

On the 28th of July 2021, a forest fire 
in Manavgat (Antalya) took place in 
Turkey. This was already concerning 
news to Turkish citizens but they had 
no idea that this was the beginning of 
a series of 299 forest fires in 49 dif-
ferent cities. The fires that occurred 
between the 28th of July and 12th of 
August have left 8 people dead and 
around 60 injured. This article will aim 
to provide an overview on the govern-
ment’s questionable choices during the 
crisis and the suspicion that these for-
est fires may not entirely be wildfires. 

Throughout the disaster, sever-
al things were said and done 
by high-ranking Turkish poli-

ticians that left citizens questioning 
the actions of the government. On the 
30th of July, with 84 forest fires at the 
time, President Erdoğan stated that 
“There are claims that the Turkish 
Aeronautical Association (THK) has 
planes. What is this based on? THK 
does not have any usable planes”. This 
statement confused Turkish citizens 
since THK’s website indicated other-
wise. Right after Erdoğan’s statement, 
a rush of reactions appeared on social 
media platforms. Several quoted the 
THK website which mentioned that 
the THK fleet had 20 airtankers and 
11 helicopters. In fact, the THK web-
site was proud to announce that their 
fleet was “the biggest private fire-
fighting fleet in Europe”. This brought 
up the question of why these planes 
were not used and more important-
ly, whether Erdoğan was deliberately 

hiding something or whether he was 
not informed about the situation at 
a time of crisis. Adding to that, the 
government refused help from sev-
eral states during these early stag-
es, including Greece. Citizens were 
upset about Turkey refusing help 
from any country after the govern-
ment was willing to admit that they 
did not have the necessary aircraft 
to deal with such a big scale disaster.

“On July 31st, President 
Erdoğan threw tea bags at 

citizens living in the 
disaster zone.”

Another controversial move followed 
a day later, when Erdoğan was in Mar-
maris (Muğla) to visit those affected 
by the fires. On July 31st, President 
Erdoğan threw tea bags at citizens 
living in the disaster zone. Many pol-
iticians from opposing parties react-
ed to this publicly over social media. 
2018 presidential election candidate 
Muharrem Ince stated on Twitter, “I 
am passing this President that threw 
tea bags to those whose country and 
whose hearts are on fire onto Turk-
ish doctors”. The main opposition 
Republican People’s Party’s parlia-
mentary group leader Engin Özkoç 
tweeted, “As the homeland is on fire, 
he threw tea bags at citizens in Mar-
maris. Both the one that throws and 

the one that accepts [the tea bags] 
should be ashamed”. Erdoğan did not 
explicitly comment on this incident. 

Due to the increasing amount of fires, 
and no airtanks according to Erdoğan, 
citizens of Turkey decided to reach 
out for help on social media to spread 
awareness and receive internation-
al coverage on the issue. On August 
1st, a global call for help was posted, 
beginning with the sentences, “I am 
calling all the countries who can help 
us. We are perished and devastated 
with the total 112 fires.” This message 
went viral and was tweeted by many, 
including Turkish celebrities and in-
fluencers. For days, #HelpTurkey and 
#TurkeyIsBurning would trend on 
Twitter. However, residential spokes-
person Fahrettin Altun’s reaction 
left citizens baffled. Altun stated, “...
the so-called aid campaign (...) was 
launched with ideological motives, 
in order to render our state incapable 
and to weaken our state-nation unity”.   

The next day, the General Director-
ate of Security (EGM) officially an-
nounced that legal action would be 
taken against those who post things 
that “cause fear and panic among 
the general public”. This was seen by 
many as unnecessary and unconstitu-
tional. It felt like the government was 
almost reaching for a media blackout 
and trying to silence Turkish citizens 
to make sure their reputation on the 
international plain did not get worse. 
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This was followed by the poor 
choice of words of the Mayor of 
Gündoğmuş, a town in Antalya, re-
garding the renewal of those whose 
houses were damaged during the 
fires. Mayor Özeren stated in his 
highly controversial speech, “Those 
citizens who have old houses will say, 
‘I wish my house had burned down 
as well’”. This insensitive sentence 
and his laughing delivery of it re-
ceived negative feedback very quick-
ly. Özeren apologised shortly after.
When it comes to the cause of these 
fires, unfortunately there is not much 
confirmed or denied. Wildfires in 
Turkey are common over the sum-
mer, especially in touristic cities and/
or cities with warmer weather such 
as Antalya, Muğla, Adana, Mersin, 
and Izmir. They usually occur due 
to negligence or global warming. 
However, this summer’s simultane-
ous fires left many Turkish citizens 
especially suspicious of the cause. 

The first theory was that some of 
these fires were arson, supported by 
the government, to open touristic 
areas for reconstruction. There was 
not concrete evidence to back these 
claims but the suspicions arised when 
opposition party leader Kılıçdaroğ-
lu brought up Erdoğan’s decision 

to give jurisdiction regarding the 
rehabilitation of the burned areas to 
the Ministry of Tourism rather than 
the Ministry of Agriculture and For-
estry. Kılıçdaroğlu pointed this out 
due to his belief that Erdoğan was 
incapable of dealing with these fires 
and not to make him or the govern-
ment a suspect in any way. Howev-
er, combined with the government’s 
low efforts to tackle this issue as 
soon as possible, this drew suspicion. 

The second and possibly more believ-
able theory is that terrorist groups 
were behind some of these fires. It 
is not unfamiliar for Turkey to be 
targeted by terrorist groups, such as 
the main suspect Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) in this case. In fact, Tur-
key has seen many different types of 
terrorist attacks, mainly owned up to 
by PKK, Islamic State of Iraq and Syr-
ia (ISIS), Kurdistan Freedom Hawks 
(TAK), and Fethullahist Terrorist Or-
ganisation (FETO) over the last 20 
years. This included the 2017 night-
club shooting, 2016 coup attempt, and 
2015 Ankara suicide bombing that left 
over 100 dead and more than 500 in-
jured. With many more examples, it is 
not surprising for Turkish citizens to 
link catastrophes to terrorism quickly.
So why is PKK suspected to be 

behind some of these fires? Well first-
ly, the government has acknowledged 
several times that this series of fires 
did not seem like it was fully caused 
by natural or accidental reasons. Sec-
ond, a PKK affiliated group called the 
Children of Fire Initiative has recent-
ly been more active in Turkey. In Oc-
tober 2020, they took responsibility 
for multiple fires set around Turkey 
with the statement, “We salute the 
holy fire”. Plus, members of PKK used 
arson as their attack of choice fre-
quently in the past. Over the summer, 
a Turkish news agency reported that 
two PKK militants were caught cas-
ing cities for arson. This was later de-
nied by the city of Manisa, where the 
militants were arrested. Afterwards, 
a video of a drone spraying fire onto 
a forest emerged. EGM later on said 
that this video was not from Turkey 
and it was not recent. At the end of 
the day, these several small factors 
were enough to create suspicion. 

Unfortunately, we do not know if 
these suspicions are true. To this day, 
the cause of these fires are being in-
vestigated by the Turkish government 
and PKK (or any other organisation) 
has yet to take responsibility for it. 
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The challenges of an organisation with no expulsion mechanism

by Martina Sclaverano

Article 2 of the Treaty on the 
European Union states very 
clearly what the organisation 

strives for: its Member States pledge 
to build a tolerant society guided 
by ideals of democracy, rule of law, 
freedom and equality. The addition 
of common European values to the 
framework of the Union is considered 
by many one of its great successes, 
moving away from a solely econom-
ic relation towards a united front for 
human rights protection. And yet, in 
the light of recent events taking place 
in its Member States, it is legitimate 
to wonder to what extent the Euro-
pean Union (EU) is ready to fight for 
the implementation of these values. 

As Brexit and many rounds of enlar-
gement showed, the european union 
member states are not set in stone. 
States can join if they meet the mem-
bership requirements and can leave if 
they no longer wish to remain in the 
organisation. However, little is said 
about the possibility of a state being 
expelled from the union should the 
membership requirements no lon-
ger being met. In truth, an expulsion 
mechanism does not exist. Article 7 
of the Treaty on the European Union 
contains some provisions in case a 
Member commits a serious breach of 
the aforementioned European values, 
but the consequence of such a breach 
only involves the State’s voting rights 

and a few other privileges to be sus-
pended. Not only does this article not 
tackle the issue of citizens possibly 
being in danger in a state suddenly 
not respecting the rule of law, but it 
also implies that the European Union 
will at most take a rhetorical stance. 
In fact, the requirement for a state’s 
rights to be suspended is a qualified 
majority voting in the Council, the-
refore requiring most of the Mem-
ber States representing at least 65% 
of the EU population vote in favour. 
This means that even when most of 
the governments and of the popula-
tion want to take action, the maxi-
mum the European Union can do is 
suspend temporarily a set of rights. 
There is no special power granted 
to the Union to for instance force 
a change of policy or government, 
which is consistent with an inter-
national system based on weak en-
forcement to respect sovereignty. 

“However, the Europe-
an Union is currently not 
allowed to do so, and 
many questions would 
be raised even if the 
Member States were  
willing  to  take action.”

However, recent democratic backsli-
ding and denial of rights within some 
Member States could challenge the 
way the European Union continues to 
survive. The prime example of such 
an issue is the respect of the rule of 
law in Poland. In October 2021, the 
Polish Constitutional Court ruled 
that in case of a conflict between 
national and European law, Polish 
law should prevail. This is directly in 
contrast with the concept of primacy 
of EU law, which states that any na-
tional law must conform to European 
law, thus making European legisla-
tion more powerful. This measure is 
not unreasonable, considering that 
for EU policies to be successfully 
implemented there is a need for na-
tional legislations as harmonized 
as possible. Even more so when the 
Union claims to be led by the same 
set of beliefs, which should therefo-
re be reflected on the national level. 
The case of Poland was therefore very 
quickly condemned by the European 
Union, whose legitimacy had been 
publicly and irrevocably challenged, 
and it should be acknowledged that 
the Union did not fail to respond. A 
hefty fine of 1 million euros a day was 
imposed on Poland, until the day the 
court ruling will be annulled, and at 
the moment 57 billion euros desti-
nated to Covid-19 recovery for the 
country have been blocked. While 
certainly making a powerful political 

THE EU AT ITS
 TIPPING POINT



09International
Internationaal

statement that the Union has the 
means to punish an unruly country, 
it can be questioned whether these 
measures are really beneficial. Es-
pecially concerning the recovery 
fund money, this measure mainly 
hits Polish citizens and their resil-
ience after the pandemic. On one 
hand it denies a series of privileges 
to the government, but on the oth-
er hand by doing so citizens are left 
without help. And still, this does 
nothing to revoke the court ruling. 
Hypothetically, the question could 
be solved by the Union simply de-
ciding to overstep the Constitu-
tional Court and annul the ruling.

However, the European Union is cur-
rently not allowed to do so, and many 
questions would be raised even if the 
Member States were willing to take 
action. What voting system should be 
used? Unanimity would surely be hard 
to reach, considering the many incen-

tives to maintain a business partner 
outside of the EU instead of voting 
against it. It is clear that at this point 
in time, for many Member States eco-
nomic incentives still come before 
the safeguard of European values.

Another issue beyond legal matters 
remain the discrepancies between 
rights guaranteed in Member States. 
Poland, among others, has recently 
been in the spotlight for its restric-
tion to the access to abortion and 
similar controversies took place in 
Hungary. It is surprising that the 
European Union is yet to harmonize 
its policies on topics such as repro-
ductive rights. While surely sensi-
tive and multifaceted, fundamental 
rights are enshrined in article 2 of the 
Treaty on the European Union, which 
explicitly mentions the equality be-
tween man and woman. For a Union 
based on common values, it would 
be appropriate to define what these 

values exactly entail lest the risk of 
non-compliance and legal loopholes. 

The same can be said for the protec-
tion of minorities. The infamous case 
of the Italian senate rejecting a bill to 
penalise hate crimes towards LGBTQ, 
disabled, and other vulnerable minori-
ties can be an example. When a Mem-
ber State fails to implement the very 
protection of minorities prescribed in 
European beliefs, it shows an unwill-
ingness to work towards such values. 
This is where the European Union 
could perhaps enjoy stronger powers 
to ensure the respect of its pillars. 
But again, this is directly in conflict 
with a state’s right to sovereignty. 

“When a Member State 
fails to implement the 
very protection of minori-
ties prescribed in Euro-
pean beliefs, it shows an 
unwillingness to work 
towards such values.”

Being a Union beyond the mere eco-
nomic aspect, the European Union 
is certainly a unique internation-
al organisation which has in the 
past been a pioneer of integration 
in many circumstances. It is maybe 
time for a further step to be taken 
for the EU not to lose its legitimacy 
as not only an economic power but 
also as a moral guide for its Member 
States. It seems that many Members 
have so far exploited the lack of a real 
enforcement mechanism to violate 
EU provisions or to directly legislate 
against them. For the Union to re-
main true to its Treaty, it would be 
desirable for it to either put in place 
an expulsion mechanism to send a 
clear message to the international 
community or to be able to reverse 
undemocratic national legislation.



09 English
Engels

by Johanna Welk

After the Social Democrats came 
out on top in the 2021 Ger-
man elections, negotiations to 

form a so-called “traffic-light” coali-
tion are under way. While 22 working 
groups are currently in the process of 
negotiation, some preliminary agree-
ments have been published. Whereas 
the Social Democrats (SPD) and the 
Greens (BÜNDNIS 90/DIE GRÜNEN) 
are ideologically closer, the Liberals 
(FDP) seem to be the odd ones out. 
Even though the parties disagree on 
major issues like taxation, minimum 
wage and speed limits, the negotia-
tions seemed to be going smoothly 
until recently. It is evident that major 
differences remain and the ambitious 
goal of electing a new chancellor in 
early December might not be met.  

In early November, the Greens first 
voiced concerns about big policy 
differences that have to be ironed 
out. Indeed the recently published 
policy papers seem to largely favour 
the liberal party, leaving the Greens 
hanging. A likely explanation are 
the larger ideological differences be-
tween Social Democrats and Liberals 
than between Social Democrats and 
Greens. Keeping the Liberals interest-
ed in a traffic light coalition comes at 
the cost of large concessions on the 
Social Democrats´ and Greens` part. 

A few issues especially stand out in 

ment on the policies against climate 
change, all three parties need to bring 
proposals to the table and the sole re-
sponsibility cannot be on the Greens. 
Another topic of disagreement is the 
railway sector. Greens and FDP have 
called for a reform of the main German 
railway company (Deutsche Bahn). 
They advocate to split up the compa-
ny so that different companies would 
operate railways and trains. The So-
cial Democrats however argue against 
a split in fear of disarranging employ-
ee representation which is already 
complicated by two competing labour 
unions in the sector. Most recently, 
the German Monopoly Commission 
has voiced their support for a split.

Not only the parties themselves have 
emphasized the need for further ne-
gotiations, the youth organisations of 
the Social Democrats, Greens and the 
German Federation of Trade Unions 
(Jusos, Grüne Jugend, DGB-Jugend) 
have voiced demands to change 
multiple policies in the preliminary 
agreements. They  refer especially 
to  policies on the job market, educa-
tion, climate, and the housing market. 

Solutions to these disagreements 
need to be found before a new Ger-
man chancellor can be elected in 
December. The remaining differ-
ences do not imply that the negoti-
ations may fail, but a delay is likely.

the discussions, one of them con-
cerning taxes. SPD and Greens aim to 
lower taxes for the middle- and lower 
income class. They argue this has to 
be financed through tax increases for 
the higher income class. The Liberals 
however advocate for an overall tax 
decrease and argue that a decrease 
of taxes for the lower and mid-
dle-class can be financed differently.

Policies to prevent climate change 
make up the second area of disagree-
ment. The Greens have voiced their 
dissatisfaction with the climate pol-
icies agreed upon in the preliminary 
agreements. They perceive the mea-
sures to be insufficient to reach the 
goal of restricting global warming to 
only 1.5 degrees. Additionally, these 
preliminary agreements are heavily 
criticised by various climate activists 
in Germany. In order to reach an  agree-

IRONING OUT 
THE DIFFERENCES

Forming a government after the most recent 
German elections 



10International
Internationaal 

THE ROCKY PATH OF EU 
ENLARGEMENT 

by Anna Gruber & Debora Hornanova

From enlargement fatigue to money injection 

Promises of economic growth can 
certainly attract countries to 
seek membership in the Euro-

pean Union (EU). These promises are 
exceptionally alluring for the coun-
tries of Western-Balkan region that 
still carry the consequences of the 
post-Yugoslav wars. There was only 
one country, Croatia, that managed 
to turn these dreams into reality and 
joined the EU in 2013. EU enlargement 
efforts, however, gradually dimin-
ished as new crises troubled Europe 
afterwards. It was the “new strategic 
agenda 2019-2024 for the European 
Union”, adopted in June 2019, that 
put the accession of Western Balkan 
countries on the EU’s agenda again. 
It emphasized the idea of promoting 
European values on a global scale.

The stability and prosperity of the 
Western Balkans was found to be a 
central strategic and security inter-
est with the potential of transforming 
the EU into a stronger geopolitical 
actor. Sadly, the unforeseen Covid-19 
pandemic halted any further action. 
Eventually, the Slovenian presiden-
cy of the EU Council revived the in-
tegration process once again. As a 
former Yugoslavian country, Slove-
nia recognized the urgent need for 
stabilization and democratization 
in the region and addressed the is-
sue at the EU-Western Balkans sum-
mit in October this year. It resulted 

ties of the region. Moreover, poten-
tial political stability in the Balkan 
region, economic opportunities, and 
strategic importance of the region 
to the US serve as incentives as well.

There have been a few reports with 
the titles of cooperation progress 
and partnership between the EU and 
Western-Balkan, which boosted up 
the public’s hope on the promise 
of further steps. In the end it might 
not be unrealistic. When it comes to 
taking business seriously, the EU has 
definitely shown its true colors. As 
the President of the European Coun-
cil, Charles Michel, said during the 
press conference after the summit in 
October: “providing a lot of money, 
unprecedented amount of money” 
for the sake of connecting the West-
ern Balkans on the EU priorities is 
happening right now. 30 billion Eu-
ros worth of funding and investments 
are intended for the region within 
the next seven years to maximize 
the impact of the EU’s EIP. Although 
money boosts confidence for many, 
the path to the final Western-Bal-
kan accession will be a rocky one.  

in adoption of the Brdo Declaration 
that introduced the Economic and In-
vestment Plan (EIP) and highlighted 
the need for cooperation within the 
region. The issues addressed ranged 
from digital transition and environ-
mental protection to migration, or-
ganized crime and the COVID-pan-
demic. It was the new hope for 
reconfirmation of the accession plans 
for the Western Balkan countries.

Nevertheless, as the President of the 
European Commission, Ursula Von 
der Leyen, pointed out, the region 
still has a long way to go before it can 
become part of the EU. Long negoti-
ations regarding the integration and 
disagreements with EU members stall 
the accession process. Current chal-
lenges within the Balkan countries 
also contribute to “enlargement fa-
tigue” that was extremely vivid in the 
past years. This decline of public and 
political enthusiasm for any further 
enlargement of the EU was not over-
come for a long time. Shortcomings 
in rule of law, corruption in govern-
ment, issue of labour migration, orga-
nized crime, and unresolved bilateral 
disputes definitely constituted some 
red flags hindering accession. On the 
other hand, the U.S. as a long-term 
partner of the EU showed its support 
for enlargement; and not many peo-
ple question why since Russia and 
China have meddled in some activi
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TO HELP OR NOT TO HELP? 
THAT IS THE QUESTION

by Julia Kratofil and Cassia Buonadonna

Ever since the birth of modern 
politics, states have interact-
ed with each other, keeping an 

eye out on what happens across their 
borders. From this perspective, the 
act of aiding a country in need does 
not sound innovative. While this 
statement remains true, humanitari-
an aid has received newfound atten-
tion in recent decades. After Amer-
ica unleashed its ‘war on terror’ in 
reaction to the 9/11 attacks, foreign 
aid has become an issue of nation-
al security. Countries experiencing 
civil conflict were suddenly seen as 
unstable territories and thus more 
likely to produce security threats. 
This complicated position has made 
humanitarian aid a debated subject.
 
Aid to a good end 
Humanitarian aid is widely under-
stood to be a benevolent tool, used by 
political actors as a gesture of good-
will. The mitigating effect of humani-
tarian aid on conflict is two-fold: first, 
it decreases the incentive to partake 
in conflict and second it increases the 
opportunity costs for rebel parties.
 
The first argument revolves around 
eliminating grievances that might 
lead a population to revolt. One ex-
ample of directly fighting scarci-
ty – and thus reducing incentive for 
conflict – is food assistance. Humani-
tarian food aid has been found to de-
crease the chances as well as duration 
of conflict. In this case the provision 

of a good or service can bring solace 
to individuals who might otherwise 
be tempted to fuel the severity of 
the dispute. In addition to material 
support, humanitarian aid builds on 
stimulating growth and development. 
Here one should think of economic 
policy changes that increase welfare. 
This will, in turn, lower the likelihood 
of political discontent that sparks war.
 
The second argument entails height-
ening the stakes of war. In essence, 
increasing opportunity costs makes 
the choice of joining resistance more 
disadvantageous than abiding by the 
standard political narrative through 
which the provision of aid is acces-
sible. The reality, or even illusion, 
that the balance of power between 
conflicting parties shifts, can de-
ter one from the other. Rebellious 
groups might perceive such a change 
as threatening and consequently 
feel discouraged from taking action.
 
Aid fuels the fire
However, foreign assis-
tance does have its perils. 

“Instead of bringing 
peace, the presence of hu-
manitarian aid can have 
problematic outcomes.”

When the channels through which 
humanitarian aid is distributed are 
sensitive to theft, they can easily be 
hijacked by rebels. These stolen re-
sources create reliability for oppo-
nents of the state which strength-
en them. This extends the duration 
of conflict as it brings the fight-
ing parties closer in supply. More-
over, the problem of an insecure 
aid network allows for corruption 
and creates an opening for private 
firms to fuel the severity of conflict 
by promoting their own interests.
 
Furthermore, stable and system-
ic amounts of humanitarian aid can 
make local actors less inclined to 
provide basic commodities them-
selves. Once the recipient in ques-
tion starts seeing the aid as a secure 
source of income, they will lose the 
drive to provide for their people. 
This means that sources otherwise 
used to help residents can now be 
used for more violent ends, foster-
ing harm rather than mitigation.

Lastly, there is a clear counterargu-
ment to humanitarian aid increasing 
the opportunity costs of war: If there 
is more to lose in civil conflict, then 
by definition there is also more to 
gain. It follows, from turning the ar-
gument, that aid increases “the spoils 
to be won from rebellion”. Conse-
quently, laying hold of the govern-
ment becomes more appealing and 
thus heightens the likelihood of war.
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“The complexity of devel-
opment aid is not just a 

theoretical dispute. 

There are many cases 
around the world that 
display the difficulty of 

foreign assistance.”

Below these negative con-
sequences are examined 
through the case of Afghanistan.   
 
Case study: What went wrong in 
Afghanistan?
The mission in Afghanistan – starting 
out as a war against terror, then slowly 
turning into a state building mission 
– was one of the biggest and most ex-
pensive developmental efforts in his-
tory. But has it all been for nothing? 
And what went wrong in this gigan-
tic effort worth millions of dollars?
 
First, a bit of context: over the years 
after the US-led invasion in 2001, the 
Taliban slowly gained more and more 
power. As the US finally withdrew its 
remaining troops this summer, the 
militant group saw a window of op-
portunity and sized the country. The 
Western-trained army did not resist 
the pressure, the government col-
lapsed. After two decades, the country 
is now again in the hands of the Tali-
ban – and facing a humanitarian crisis, 
as Western aid organizations suspend 
aid due to human rights concerns.
 
This is a great issue for the popula-
tion of Afghanistan. The economy 
has become highly dependent on 
foreign aid, today more than 40% of 
Afghanistan´s GDP comes from donor 

countries. The World Bank calculat-
ed incredible amounts of foreign aid 
received by the Afghan government, 
peaking at 6.7 billion in 2011, then 
decreasing to no less than 4.3 billion 
dollars in 2019. Experts criticize that 
this money was “dumped in a rush”, 
rather than spent according to some 
sort of plan so that aid could have a 
significant effect on the economy. 
This contributed to what is called the 
“Dutch disease”, according to which 
flooding a small economy with mon-
ey leads to inflation and destroys 
the internal market. As the nation-
al currency appreciated, domestic 
goods became more expensive and 
thereby less competitive on the in-
ternational market. Internally, im-
ported goods became cheaper, which 
destroyed the internal market, in-
creased poverty and unemployment, 
and made for import dependency. 

“The economy is con-
trolled by an Afghan elite, 
to which bribery is paid 
as a form of protection or 
informal taxes in order to 
get a certain position or a 
permit to open a business.”

As mentioned before, supplying 
foreign public goods in high rates 
leads democratic governments to 
lose legitimacy. What is more, mon-
ey often ends up in officials´ hands 
rather than actually benefiting the 
population. The economy is con-
trolled by an Afghan elite, to which 
bribery is paid as a form of protec-
tion or informal taxes in order to 
get a certain position or a permit to 
open a business. This system made 

leaders even more unpopular and il-
legitimate in the eyes of the public. 
Other criticizers point towards an 
unfair distribution of aid, which 
went primarily into conflict zones 
instead of peaceful regions, where it 
could have contributed to improving 
the situation. This further delegiti-
mized the government and was felt 
as unjust by the population, thereby 
increasing the chances for conflict.

“While popular media 
hints towards foreign di-
rect investment and free 
market as a good solu-
tion, academics disagree 
on the right approach.”

Is there a solution?
All in all, the intention of aid prac-
titioners is often noble, but the im-
plementation of humanitarian assis-
tance can still be a bumpy process. 
The case of Afghanistan exemplifies 
this well. While popular media hints 
towards foreign direct investment 
and free market as a good solution, 
academics disagree on the right ap-
proach. A prevalent recommendation 
is establishing a rule of law before 
foreign direct investment flows in, a 
logic lacking theoretical foundations. 
Therefore, despite the difficulties of 
implementation, the call for effective 
humanitarian aid aid remains. Not 
just to help Afghanistan, but to mit-
igate conflicts all around the globe. 
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New opportunities and threats: reimagining 
Africa’s international relations in the midst of 
COVID-19

The African continent is faced with extremely 
difficult challenges everyday. These challenges 
range from political turmoil and economic 
crisis to healthcare and security. Yet, due to the 
pandemic it is faced with new threats in ad-
dition to the already existing ones. For exam-
ple, many argue that COVID-19 has further 
distanced Africa from the developed world. 
However, Dorcas Ettang argues that the pande-
mic has also created new opportunities for the 
continent. According to Ettang it has created 
opportunities for innovation as well as oppor-
tunities to remove itself from its colonial past. 
Thus, there is a chance that Africa’s position in 
international relations can be safeguarded and 
even improved despite the pandemic.

However, this can’t happen instantly. Com-
batting new threats is only possible when 
the continent learns and knows how to deal 
with the pandemic. These lessons need to be 
translated into successes regarding the conti-
nent’s economics, politics, health and security. 
Nevertheless, Africa can only grow beneficially 
if it chooses for a common and united response 
to the global pandemic. Still, only time will 
tell whether Africa chose the right path within 
international relations. 

Politikon

Framing identity politics: right-wing women as strategic party actors in the 
UK and US. 

Most right-wing parties dislike the idea of “identity politics”, however, both 
in the United Kingdom (UK) and the United States (US), right-wing parties 
have engaged in feminized party strategies in order to gain more votes from 
women. Examples of these strategies are The Conservative Party’s Women-
2Win in the UK and the Republican Party’s Project GROW in the US. The two 
projects were framed in such a way that it aligned perfectly with the ideology 
of both the Conservative and Republican Party. As a result of this alignment 
the political audience was easily persuaded about the electoral benefits of 
recruiting female candidates. Furthermore, when analysing the differences 
in the proportions of frames and the use of messaging tactics one could 
conclude that women in right-wing parties function as strategic party actors. 
In time, these strategic party actors will be beneficial as they combat the 
issue of women’s underrepresentation whilst at the same time staying in the 
ideological and electoral context of their party. 

Journal of Women, Politics & Policy

Protests and governmental crisis management and responses in Nicaragua: 
a case study of the 2018-2019 crises 

Understanding the motivations behind social movements and protests is 
always a complex process that requires extensive research. The authors cover 
the protests that took over Nicaragua in 2018-2019 and more especially 
about the strategies adopted by its government to overcome the economic 
crisis. 

Marked by violence and repression, the protests sparked due to the imple-
mentation of new social security reforms that were already contested by the 
public since 2013. The authors argue that the series of protests were unpre-
cedented in the country’s history and that the government’s attitude towards 
the crisis is responsible for the spread of violence that occured. 

By modeling the different costs and alternatives the Nicaraguan government 
had when responding to the crisis, the article provides a thorough case ana-
lysis of the government’s crisis response. Such analysis is relevant not only 
for understanding the internal current socio-political dynamics of Nicaragua, 
but also illustrates how governmental responses to crises are crucial for pro-
tecting citizens’ rights and ensuring peace and security for society. 

Journal of Politics in Latin America

POLITICAL SCIENCE POLITICAL SCIENCE 
WORLDWIDEWORLDWIDE

byby  Luiza Toledo & Elena van der KlokLuiza Toledo & Elena van der Klok
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Politicologie wereldwijd

The EU elephant: Europe in the 2021 Dutch general elections. 

The general elections of the Netherlands were held in March 2021 and 
allowed the country to express its course regarding EU policy. During 
the pandemic, campaigning using social media was extremely useful, 
especially with televised debates. Yet, during these televised debates 
EU integration did not play a major role, it was only briefly mentioned 
in one of the debates prior to the elections. The absence of this deba-
te about the EU has led to a group of people stating that within Dutch 
politics the “EU elephant” is forming. In their view, topics regarding EU 
integration were the elephants in the room that parties didn’t bother 
to address. This is odd as this attitude does not reflect how serious and 
important the Netherlands is within EU politics. 

Simon Otjes set up a table illustrating parties on the EU dimension, 
showing that the victors of the election were at the extremes of the EU 
dimension. So, regardless of the EU not appearing in televised debates, 
a polarisation on the EU dimension was forming. In other words, the EU 
elephant was not absent in the minds of Dutch citizens. The EU elephant 
may have been easy to ignore during the elections, but in the upcoming 
years it will be impossible to ignore due to crisis measures that have 
been taken during the global pandemic. A real EU elephant forming 
within Dutch politics is thus highly unlikely. 

Intereconomics

Land and border conflicts in South Sudan: a call 
for intervention and the protection of human 
rights 

Ten years after its independence, South Sudan 
still struggles with alarming violence and civil war 
within its boundaries. Not only have the challen-
ges been worrisome for its citizens, but also ag-
gravated the ongoing border dispute with Sudan. 
The research by Abubakar and Yahaya (2021) aims 
to analyze to what extent did the border dispute 
between the countries affected the internal con-
flicts and challenges of South Sudan. 

By highlighting the disastrous effects of coloni-
zation in Africa, the authors argue that borders 
created without an internal and thorough under-
standing of the local communities and land, which 
are artificially implemented, will remain “volatile” 
and most often unsuccessful. The case of South 
Sudan is no different. With high levels of violence 
and political stability, borders drawn after colonial 
standards are problematic and unhelpful for the 
country to overcome its challenges. 

This case study shows that the definition of 
borders can aggravate issues in a country, such as 
violence and lack of food security. There is a need 
to better understand the local socio-cultural con-
texts in order to draw more effective borders. 

African Journal of Political Science and 
International Relations

Government’s actions and cooperation towards Malaria eradication in the Asia Pacific: evaluation and policy 
implications 

Cooperation and collective action by countries in overcoming health concerns for their societies are extremely relevant 
in the current political landscape. The Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network is committed to eliminating the disease 
in the region by 2030. The article aims to evaluate the strategies adopted by these countries, especially in the case of 
hard-to-reach populations, who remain suffering from higher levels of Malaria transmission. 

Although there is evident progress and success among the countries in tackling this issue, the need to better assist 
far-to-reach populations by the local governments remains evident. If they aim to eradicate the disease by 2030, it is 
necessary to include all members of society in government health measures to ensure a fully effective eradication. 

A series of suitable governmental policies and measures targeted at hard-to-reach populations are suggested. They in-
clude, for instance, mobile health clinics, village volunteer workers as well as screening posts. Nonetheless, the authors 
strongly highlight the need for a case-by-case analysis of the different hard-to-reach communities and their needs. 
With this article, the need to collectively tackle health concerns is more evident than ever before, and the engagement 
of academia and experts in the process is crucial. 

Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies



16 English
Engels

Dialogues between politicians and stu-
dents are at the bedrock for the health 
of democracies. Symbols of faith and 
vision for the future, students are the 
spark for substantial change for polit-
ical institutions and regimes. As a stu-
dent myself, I know that education and 
our ability to express opinions is the 
primary driver for sustainable devel-
opment of any nation. Prime Minister 
of Canada Justin Trudeau and Prime 
Minister of the Netherlands Mark Rutte 
recently visited Campus The Hague, for 
a dialogue with students at Leiden Uni-
versity. In light of their visit, it is import-
ant to remember historical moments in 
which students’ willingness to make 
their voices heard became critical junc-
tures for the futures of whole nations. 
 
Romania: University Square 
“Golaniad”

The 1989 Romanian Revolution 
led to the fall of the oppressive 
communist regime. It seemed 

like a new era of democracy taking 
over Romania, with people turning 
to the polls for their first election af-
ter communism on the 20th of May 
1990. However, the consecrated com-
munists were not ready to leave the 
political stage of Romania yet, so 

they joined the majority party called 
“National Salvation Front”, and took 
the lead of president-elect Ion Ilies-
cu, also an ex-communist. Soon, peo-
ple realized the Revolution did not 
win a country, but only a territory. 
 
Students and professors at the Uni-
versity of Bucharest started uprising 
against the new regime, aware that it 
wasn’t in fact “new” at all, but just a re-
branding of the regime that oppressed 
their families and futures. Students 
and intellectuals took to the Univer-
sity Square in Bucharest, protesting 
for disabling former communists and 
members of the security services to 
take part in elections. They also advo-
cated for freedom of the mass media, 
postponement of the elections, and a 

level playing field between all Roma-
nian parties. Students wanted quicker 
political reforms, a true free market 
economy, and a Western democracy. 
 
The president Ion Iliescu had no in-
tention to take their voices into ac-
count, and called for delegitimizing 
their opinions. He repeatedly called 
students “hooligans” (or golan in Ro-
manian), and “good-for-nothing” on 
television. This state-controlled me-
dia campaign appealed to those at the 
outskirts of large cities, who did not 
see how the true students’ peaceful 
sit-ins and hunger strikes. The media 
outlets went as far as making racist 
remarks, saying that the “scamps and 
hooligans” protesting were mem-
bers of the Roma ethnic community.

STUDENTS’ VOICES AS  
A MANIFESTATION OF 

THE FUTURE
Reflections after Trudeau and Rutte’s visit 

to Leiden University
by Georgia Canura
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The violent response (Mineriad) of Il-
iescu’s loyalists killed seven students 
and left many others injured on the 
streets of Bucharest, which served as 
a reason for Iliescu’s conviction for 
crimes against humanity by the ju-
diciary. The students’ legacy remains 
important to new generations, as their 
courage marked the naissance of the 
democratic civil society in Romania. 
Murals of Bucharest still remember 
the lives of these young people, read-
ing the movement’s anthem lyrics: 
“Better to be dead than communist!”
 
South Africa: Anti-Apertheid 
movement
South Africans were resisting apart-
heid, a generations long racial dis-
crimination system that deprived 
the country’s majority black popu-
lation of education, citizenship, and 
the ability to vote, as well as sepa-
rating social programs. During the 
anti-apartheid movement, students 
were at the frontline of initiatives. 
They raised donations for the libera-
tion movements in South Africa, ad-
vocated against capital investment 
in segregation, and intervened in 
unity with all South African students. 
 
The Anti-Apertheid Movement and 
the National Union of Students 
formed a network in 1971 to coordi-
nate student initiatives. During the 
ensuing decade, student protesters 
at almost each academic institution 
in the United Kingdom organized an-
ti-apartheid riots. Students at more 
than half of all colleges demand-
ed that the institution liquidate its 
stakes in British corporations with 
South African liberation ambitions. 
They opposed the idea that estab-
lishments should use their stock to 
fight for wage raises for African em-
ployees and demanded that South 
Africa be completely de-invested in.
 
Students all over the United King-
dom also advocated and were a suc-
cess factor in freeing Nelson Mandela 
from prison in February 1990. Since 

then, Mandela’s legacy serves as the 
basis for peace and justice all over the 
world, motivating students and intel-
lectuals with his speeches and words. 
“If you want to make peace with your en-
emy you have to work with your enemy. 
Then he becomes your partner.” he said 
to students, believing in their power 
to resolve conflicts through dialogue, 
reconciliation, and negotiation.
 
United States: Free Speech Move-
ment and the Vietnam War
In 1964, students interested in civ-
il liberties action at the University 
of California at Berkeley bristled at 
the school’s unexpected propos-
al to restrict them from mobilizing 
politically on university campus-
es. The “Free Speech Movement” 
arose as students protested the 
limitations placed on their polit-
ical speech and demonstrations.
 
More student unions with wide-
spread support sprang up all around 
the country soon after. The Port Hu-
ron Statement, released by Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) at the 
University of Michigan, denounced 
US foreign policy and assailed the 
Cold War ideas that underpin it. A 
few of these student organizations 
became essential components of the 
“New Left”, a political movement 
that opposed established power 
structures, whereas others adopt-
ed a counterculture that advocated 
sexual liberty and open drug usage.
 
Pacifist movements developed in 
tandem with the United States’ in-
tervention in the Vietnam War. The 
war became a significant topic for 
students’ movement in 1965, when 
President Lyndon B. Johnson vastly 
expanded US deployment of troops 
and bombing raids in Vietnam. Pro-
tests and rallies were held by student 
groups, who burned draft cards and 
yelled slogans like “Hey, hey LBJ, how 
many kids did you kill today?” Massive 
US military spending resulted in ris-
ing debt and poor state of the econo-

my at home, turning more Americans 
than just students sectors against 
the Vietnam War intervention.
 
Students’ political mobilization and 
activism motivated thousands of 
other status quo challengers to fight 
for justice and peace. The Vietnam 
War lasted far more than predicted, 
and every American war cost much 
more than expected. Student pro-
testers’ legacy is very much still a 
part of American civil society, as 
they didn’t just advocate for liber-
ty, but also for the casualties of the 
war, which include families, young 
people, and innocent civilians.  The 
students’ heritage is construct-
ed from bravery, dedication, and 
pride of democracy and free speech. 
 
Conclusion 
Students have served our world as 
true fighters for peace and justice, 
freedom of speech, democracy and 
anti-oppression political systems. 
Whether they unified in their goals, or 
found differing ideologies to advocate 
for, student voices have always played 
an important role in vibrant and 
healthy civil societies. There are so 
many lessons to take from these crit-
ical junctures led by students in his-
tory, lessons which surpass the limits 
of political research and social move-
ment theory. Each and every one of us 
is capable of shaping our own future. 
So, keep writing articles, keep orga-
nizing protests, and keep engaging 
in debates. Keep studying law, med-
icine, theatre and political science. 
The future is in the students’ hands. 
 
And as Prime Minister Trudeau said, 
“Your capacity to share your core val-
ues is essential to become a politi-
cian! What do you want to fight for? 
What are your values? As a politician 
you have to make such difficult deci-
sions. You don’t need people around 
you who agree with you one hun-
dred percent, as long as they have the 
same values and want to achieve the 
same thing. That’s what it’s about.”
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by Celine Westhoff

San Cristóbal de las Casas, a city of 
200,000 inhabitants in Mexico’s 
southernmost state of Chiapas, is 

known for its colourful colonial archi-
tecture, its narrow bustling pedestri-
an streets, its rich indigenous Tzotzil 
and Tzeltal culture and its popularity 
with tourists, be it young backpackers 
who get stranded there, or pensioners 
arriving as part of guided tours. Most 
visitors will probably notice that – like 
in large parts of Mexico – drinking 
water is not freely available. Instead, 
they see the small trucks loaded with 
gallons of water driving across town, 
consistently blasting their Agua San 
Cristóbal jingle from the speakers. 
But that is not the full story. It is not 
like there is no potable water in San 
Cristóbal, it is just not available to its 
citizens. The Coca Cola factory on the 
edge of town has permission to ex-
tract more than 300.000 gallons per 
day for its production. This would be 
enough for each inhabitant to receive 
more than 800 litres of water a day. 

Besides the impact of its water us-
age, the consequences of the Coca 
Cola plant can also be seen in the 
consumption of it. On average, a per-
son in the town and its surrounding 
villages drinks more than two litres 
of Coke every day. With no water 
freely available, Coke is a cheap and 
universally available alternative. 

Coke has been deeply integrated into 
the culture. Starting in the 1960s, 

Cristóbal than in town. And diabe-
tes just seems to be getting worse. 
It is now the second-leading cause 
of death in the state of Chiapas af-
ter heart disease, and the state has 
called out a diabetes emergency.

Nevertheless, Coca Cola Mexico states 
that it consistently tries to reduce 
the amount of sugar in its products. 
Furthermore, Femsa, the distribu-
tor of Coca-Cola in much of Latin 
America, claims that the production 
has no impact on the city’s water 
supply as its wells reach far deeper 
than surface level. And while experts 
agree that factors of climate change 
and urbanisation play a role as well, 
Femsa’s deal for the extraction of 
valuable water does not benefit San 
Cristóbal. The agreement with the 
federal government was made on in-
credibly generous terms:  10 cents 
for almost 1000 litres. This is because 
Coca-Cola has a strong standing as 
one of the most important compa-
nies in Mexico. Vicente Fox, a former 
chief executive, even served as Mex-
ico’s president from 2000 to 2006.

While activists keep campaigning 
for clean water and the shutdown 
of the plant, it does not seem as if 
this could be fruitful anytime soon. 
The importance of the plant for the 
state economy is too great, and the 
influence of Coca Cola too strong. 
  

Coca-Cola and Pepsi have advertised 
on many billboards especially around 
indigenous comunidades in their 
respective languages, with models 
dressed in traditional clothing. Femsa 
explains this as a gesture of respect 
towards indigenous communities. 

The aggressive marketing was more 
than effective. In the public Museo de 
la Medicina Maya, visitors can learn 
about the practices used in rituals 
by the Tzotzil population of Chiapas. 
Next to herbs, the burning of candles, 
and the use of the traditional regional 
alcohol Pox, soda is considered a key 
part of their rituals and seen as help-
ful in curing diseases and praying to 
ancestors. In practice, this is not any 
soda – it’s Coke. It is used by fami-
lies while praying in churches and by 
healers in belief that it cures the sick 
– research shows a different picture.

“With no water freely 
available, Coke is a cheap 
and universally available 

alternative.”

Since the introduction of Coca-Cola 
and other processed, sugary products, 
diabetes in indigenous communities 
has skyrocketed. Caries is common 
among children. To sell their prod-
ucts, Coke is offered for up to 30% 
less in the economically weaker in-
digenous communities around San 

TURNING WATER INTO 
COCA COLA
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ANOTHER SUBMERGED 
CONFERENCE?

by Imke Bruining

Between the 31st of October and 
the 12th of November of this 
year, the COP26 took place in 

Glasgow, Scotland. As the 26st UN 
Climate Change conference, and time 
running out to prevent the approach-
ing climate disruption, PM Johnson 
accurately stated, it “must be [a] turn-
ing point”. The main aim of the con-
ference is to make new pledges and 
deals that should help combat cli-
mate change. However whether these 
pledges and deals will actually be im-
plemented is yet unsure, as countries 
are not obligated to ratify and (prop-
erly) implement them. Approximate-
ly 200 countries have send delegates 
to represent their aspirations and in-
centives. Additionally, many observer 
organizations and influential individ-
ual actors were present. However, be-
tween the politicians, Greta Thunberg 
and other influential actors and orga-
nizations, a void is still present. Only 
16 out of 58 Small Island States have 
sent delegates to the conference. This 
article aims to give a short overview 
on why the scarce presence of small 
island states might be problematic. 

Small Island states fall under SIDS, a 
group organized by the UN at the 1992 
UNCED. This was reasoned as they 
face similar challenges in regard to 
sustainable development and climate 
change consequences. The whole 
population of these islands accounts 
for roughly 1% of the whole popula-
tion, and represents a big, fragile part 
of our world’s flora and fauna. These 

nity for change has opened. Howev-
er, whether this will happen is not so 
self-evident. Partly because some im-
portant, and big polluting, countries 
did not attend, such as Brazil, China 
and Russia. But also most of the Small 
Island States were not present, due 
to insufficient (human) resources. 
Wealthier island states, such as Tuva-
lu or the Bahamas are present,  repre-
senting the AOSIS block. This might 
seem promising, however, the ab-
sence of direct, present, representa-
tives is damaging, especially as hall-
way talks are often very influential in 
such settings. Even if the AOSIS block 
will be heard in the COP26, a wrong 
perspective might be created, as the 
wealthy states have different needs 
than the lesser developed states. 

Besides the catastrophic conse-
quences climate change has on these 
states, it is also important to re-
member that it would also affect the 
global system as a whole. Many of 
these islands are inhabited by rare 
species, where the disappearance of 
the land would directly lead to ex-
tinction, disrupting our ecosystem. 
Moreover, around 1% of the global 
population would become refugees, 
an unprecedented quantity with 
possible devastating consequenc-
es, both political and humanitarian. 
As such, a solid plan with prop-
er execution is of importance. 
Let’s hope COP26 can deliver. 

islands, often remote from bigger 
states, are on the forefront of experi-
encing the effects of climate change. 
One of the biggest threats is directly 
tied to their literal existence, as rising 
sea levels slowly swallow their land. 

The cries for help to the catastroph-
ic consequences climate change has 
on these states first became insti-
tutionalized in 1990, when the Alli-
ance of Small Island States (AOSIS) 
was established. The purpose of this 
alliance is to have a united, stronger 
voice in their call for climate jus-
tice, as many of these small islands 
individually would be left unheard. 
A good example of this is when the 
Maldivian president Nasheed held a 
conference under water in 2009, in 
which he demanded other countries 
to cut their carbon emission, pre-
venting further endangerment of the 
small islands. Despite being quite an 
outstanding move, most big media 
outlets abstained from reporting. In 
2013, the AOSIS again expressed their 
concern towards the effects of cli-
mate change, and called for concrete, 
vast action to prevent further climate 
change and forthcoming consequenc-
es, instead of mere empty promises. 
The satisfactory effort and results 
are yet to be seen, whereas the situ-
ation increasingly becomes critical 
for the islands and their inhabitants. 

With COP26 bringing world lead-
ers together to talk about climate 
change, another window of opportu-
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WOMEN FOR & AGAINST
WATER

by Cassia Buonadonna

The yearning for a full glass of 
water, everyone knows it. A 
simple desire one could say, 

perhaps even more of a simplicity 
to attain it. Steer the knob. Regulate 
the temperature. Fill your glass. But 
as easy as it may sound, it often es-
capes the attention of many wom-
en that, had they been born any-
where else as a young girl, it would 
have been exactly this small amount 
of liquid dictating their entire day.
 
Human right 
Water. An official human right since 
July 2010 when it was recognised 
by the United Nations’ General As-
sembly. Through several vital terms, 
it was demanded that everyone on 
Earth had to be provided with access 
to water and sanitation. The quality 
of the water should be safe and the 
supply is required to be sufficient 
for each individual to live off. In ad-
dition to this, the UN mentions that 
water has to be physically accessible, 
as well as affordable for all. But sad-
ly, rules and regulations have a hab-
it of strictly staying pretty words on 
paper. Although water covers rough-
ly 70% of our planet, many countries 
still face water scarcity. The statistics 
do not lie: 844 million people miss 
clean drinking water and 2.3 million 
lack access to reasonable sanitation. 
Nowadays, the problem of water scar-

city is more relevant than ever as 
climate change accelerates the con-
sequences. The rise in temperature 
poses a threat to water supply as we 
see more drought and natural disas-
ters like floods that harm the quality. 
WWF states that by 2025 two-third of 
the world’s population will face water 
shortages in some sort of capacity. 
 
One step behind 
Having established the essential need 
for clean and accessible water, it is 
crucial to look at the manner in which 
this crisis affects women in particu-
lar. When one looks at the position 
of women in developing societies, it 
is noticeable that their role is often 
a more traditional one. Frequently, 
they are appointed with the task of 
running the household, and in times 
of hardship their experience there-
fore differs from their male relatives 
and fellow community members. This 
distinction is not intended to devalue 
men and their battle with the lack of 
water resources in developing coun-
tries but rather emphasize women’s 
distinct vulnerability. Their duty to 
collect water for the household limits 
their opportunities to strive for inde-
pendence and self-actualization. Es-
pecially in rural areas this daily task 
takes its toll as women ranging from 
young girls to elderly people have to 
walk long distances, often accompa-

nied by the presence of high tempera-
tures and no appropriate footwear. It 
is estimated that women spend a col-
lective 200 million hours a day gather-
ing water. Not only do they have their 
own need for hydration in mind, the 
care for their livestock is significant 
too. Without proper nutrition these 
animals will not be in the right condi-
tion to supply families with meat, milk 
and other products, thus creating a 
shortage of food in addition to water. 
 
Aside from the collection of water, 
there is a second aspect that prohib-
its the issue of water scarcity from 
being gender neutral. Women face 
“specific hygiene needs during men-
struation, pregnancy and child rear-
ing.” When sanitation is not ensured, 
these common phases of life become 
an impediment on basic activities 
and create serious health risks in the 
long-run. While these concerns are 
often stigmatized, there has been 
progress in addressing them. For the 
case of menstruation, period poverty 
has become a known concept, receiv-
ing more attention in recent years. 
The term refers to the inaccessibility 
of sanitary products, as well as the 
lack of (menstrual) hygiene educa-
tion and facilities. Activists at the 
front of the period poverty movement 
fight to break the taboo that caus-
es communities and governments to  

A battle between providing and prospering
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neglect the issue. Last but not least, 
there is the matter of an unsafe envi-
ronment. At night, toilets and water 
wells are largely deserted and unlit. 
Walking to an open defecation site 
makes women and girls more ex-
posed to abuse in regions where gen-
der-based violence is often present. 
 
Towards a better future
So, what would a world with sus-
tainable water sources look like for 
women? First and foremost, fighting 
the war against water scarcity would 
result in economic prosperity. To al-
leviate women from this systematic 
burden would mean more than mere-
ly giving them spare time for other 
activities. If the newfound freedom 
is spent on education or apprehen-
sion of useful labour skills, this would 
have a profound influence on the 
living standards both locally and on 
a grander scale. Liberating women 
from the pressuring responsibility of 
collecting water could create a path-
way for them to become active on the 
labour market and contribute to their 
family income. If these changes are 
implemented in enough communities, 
the combined effect could increase 
the GDP and national welfare. As UN 
Water puts it: “Addressing the needs 
of females in relation to water, sani-
tation and hygiene is a key driver in 
achieving gender equity and locking 
the potential of half of global society.”
Unfortunately, it has been illustrat-
ed that water scarcity has many in-
direct implications. But the fact that 
it is multidimensional also means 
that tackling the problem will lead to 
more than just one positive outcome. 
Every year the world sees about 3 mil-
lion cases of cholera and an estimat-
ed 11 million cases of typhoid fever. 
Among children under the age of 5, 
diarrhea is the fifth-leading cause of 
death. Rooting out these waterborne 
infections requires the mobilization 
of health care facilities. However, 

the help cannot only be foreign. An 
integral part of making sanitation 
goals sustainable in the long term is 
educating individuals, especially in 
regions where outside supervision 
is not guaranteed. Informing house-
holds through behaviour change 
programming creates a lasting im-
pact and teaches “local community 
members how to keep water flowing.” 
These initiatives prompt ownership 
and might encourage people to take 
a lead in their village, as they collec-
tively design a safe living environ-
ment. Indeed, many movements com-
bating water scarcity today stem from 
the experience of women themselves 
and the urge to take matters into 
their own hands. Examples include 
figures like Varshshini Prakash who 
co-founded the Sunrise Movement 
in 2018 to protect environmental re-
sources – like water – by promoting 
solar energy and creating sustainable 
jobs. Although she grew up in Boston, 
her Indian heritage taught her the 

complications of heavy rainfall and 
excessive flooding making water avail-
ability less predictable. Or women like 
Carolina Vilches, a single mother de-
voted to rewriting Chile’s constitu-
tion for the equal distribution of wa-
ter rights, rather than privatization. 
 
In conclusion, the quest for water 
as a basic need is an ongoing one. 
Women are disproportionately af-
fected by the scarcity in developing 
countries because they frequent-
ly occupy the position of care-giver 
within the household. Moreover, the 
lack of sanitary products specific to 
womanhood blocks the way to edu-
cation and independence. But there 
is hope on the horizon. Globally, peo-
ple are calling for action and stand-
ing in solidarity with those who are 
struggling. The problem will not be 
resolved overnight, but we can aim 
for a world where a girl simply has 
to open the tab to quench her thirst.
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by Ayan Sule

The Indus River has historical-
ly served the dual purpose of 
being a tool and a resource for 

empires that sought conquest over 
South Asia. As a tool, the river has 
served as a tactical advantage for all 
those who possess ownership over 
the region given its multiple deltas, 
meanders and harsh rapids. Sub-
sequently, as a resource, the river 
has nourished agrarian societies for 
millennia, making the banks of the 
river incredibly fertile and the rea-
soning behind why the economic 
backbones of present-day India and 
Pakistan are still agricultural exports. 

Unsurprisingly, India and Pakistan 
have been reluctant to achieve con-
sensus on the resource usage of the 
Indus River ever since the Partition. 
A key catalyst for this diplomatic 
conflict has been the Indus Waters 
Treaty (IWT) of 1960. Given that the 
treaty was created at a time when 
climate change and sustainability 
was not a primary concern, popula-
tion consumption was not that high 
and tensions between both states 
were relatively lower, the treaty is in 
dire need of a 21st Century update. 

The treaty was originally created to 
resolve a post partition infrastruc-
ture dispute between the states. The 
partition split Punjab’s water infra-
structure between India and Pakistan, 
making it harder for farmers in the 
agrarian societies of Punjab (on ei-

ally accepted the terms of the deal. 
Moreover, the World Bank IWT me-
diation has stood the test of time as 
it did not account for the increase 
in population, demand, cultivation, 
and climate change. To make matters 
worse, the rivers that Pakistan gained 
exclusive rights to flow through Kash-
mir, hence, the fate of the ownership 
rights over the western tributaries will 
forever remain in question. Recent 
squabbling between the two has led to 
both countries constructing dams on 
their side of the border to assert domi-
nance over the basin. These dam proj-
ects have led to mass deforestation 
and internal displacement of citizens.

Hence, the IWT is in a dire need for 
an update, one which considers the 
growing demands of the people of 
Pakistan, India, and Kashmir - this 
will nullify the World Bank IWT as-
sumption of the Indus being an un-
limited resource. A new treaty should 
call for cooperation over the ecolog-
ical impact of infrastructure projects 
on either side of the border, make 
provisions for information sharing 
on development projects on Indus 
tributaries alongside a clear outline 
of both states’ responsibility over 
the basin. Given that all these rec-
ommendations are technical and 
apolitical in nature, it should ease 
negotiation. However, given the 
heightened tensions between the 
states, cooperation is highly unlikely.

ther side of the border) to access irri-
gation infrastructure. Taking decisive 
action, the governments of East and 
West Punjab agreed to allow water 
flow from the East (India) to the West 
(Pakistan). However, the treaty rapid-
ly collapsed and West Punjab’s irriga-
tion infrastructure was left virtually 
decapitated. This led to mediation 
over the basin via the World Bank.

World Bank mediation of the dispute 
led to granting India exclusive rights 
to the eastern tributaries of the In-
dus whilst Pakistan was granted “non 
exclusive” rights to the western trib-
utaries. Although Pakistan gained 
rights over 80% of the basin, India still 
maintained exclusive rights under the 
upper riparian doctrine. After multi-
ple internal kerfuffles in Pakistan’s 
domestic politics, Pakistan eventu-

THE INDUS RIVER: SOUTH 
ASIA’S GEOPOLITICAL 

MACGUFFIN
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(NON)ACCESS TO CLEAN  
DRINKING WATER FOR THE FIRST 

NATIONS PEOPLES IN CANADA

United Nations General Assem-
bly Resolution 64/292 rec-
ognized that access to clean 

(drinking) water and sanitation are 
fundamental human rights neces-
sary to the realization of human be-
ings. Most people in Canada do not 
think much about the water they use 
on a daily basis, let alone if they will 
have access to usable water. Howev-
er, for many indigenous communi-
ties whose land is in contemporary 
Canada, the story is very different. 
For years, various First Nations com-
munities have lacked access to clean, 
drinkable water. This problem re-
mains endemic despite Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
2015 promise to eliminate long-term 
drinking water advisories on public 
water systems on First Nations lands.

First Nations is a general classifica-
tion for indigenous peoples in Can-
ada who come from lands south of 
the Arctic Circle. First Nations peo-
ples are distinct from the two other 
maingroups of indigenous peoples in 
Canada, namely the Inuit and Metis. 
There are more than 600 First Na-
tions communities in Canada, many 
of these communities are spread 
across reservations and specific ar-
eas in Canada. First Nations com-
munities are much more likely than 
Canadians to lack access to drinking 
water and poor infrastructure, in ad-
dition to dealing with higher levels 
of poverty and pollution exposure.
This last issue of water has been a 
long-standing issue in First Nations 

communities. Many communities 
have lacked access to drinkable water 
for more than a quarter of a century, 
and it does not seem that the problem 
will be going away any time soon. The 
reason for safewater inaccessibility 
varies across First Nations commu-
nities, but is often related to the fact 
that communities are on contaminat-
ed or polluted lands or water on said 
lands is difficult to access. Defective 
water management systems are also 
a major source of contaminated wa-
ter. Before 2015, more than 150 pub-
lic water systems that provide water 
to various First Nations communities 
and reserves were under long-term 
drinking water advisories. These ad-
visories exist on a gradient of sever-
ity, but if issued at all indicate that 
water from a particular public system 
is not safe to drink. Effective waste 
water management has also been an 
issue in a large number of First Na-
tions communities which can also 
affect or be linked to drinking water.

The reasons for the extensive water 
accessibility issue is largely related 
to several pitfalls at the level of the 
Canadian government, despite the 
fact that the government has been 
investigating and commenting on 
drinking water and wastewater sys-
tems in First Nations communities 
since 1977. Most fundamentally, un-
drinkable water is a result of regula-
tory failure. The drinking water and 
sanitation regulations that extend 
to most provinces and territories do 
notextend to reserves. In fact, there 

are no comprehensive drinking water 
regulations on reserves that are ex-
tensively implemented. Water sani-
tation systems have been constructed 
on reserves,but have not been held 
to the legal standards and regula-
tions that most systems in Canada 
are subject to. Related to this is the 
legal relationship between the fed-
eral government of Canada and First 
Nations governing bodies. Namely 
that the Constitution Act of 1857 and 
the Indian Act of 1876 give the fed-
eral government much jurisdiction 
over funding and regulation on reser-
vations, and have failed to prioritize 
water systems. Contaminated source 
water and the fact that the govern-
ment cannot regulate private water 
management systems are also issues.

In response to the large number 
of First Nations communities un-
der water system advisories in 2015, 
Trudeau launched efforts to improve 
access to clean water on reservations. 
These efforts have certainly had an 
impact, but more than 30 commu-
nities are still underdrinking water 
advisories, and the government has 
more recently been failing to meet 
the funding lines they promised in 
their proposals. Access to clean water 
is a fundamental human right. That 
First Nations peoples inwealthy Can-
ada continue to be deprived of such a 
right is indicative of wider maltreat-
ment of indigenous peoples in Cana-
da. The government cannot continue 
allowing such deficiencies to persist.

by Arianna Pearlstein



scribed in this article’s introduction, 
Egypt was built upon the Nile. Just 
one look at a map of the country’s 
population density and the obvious 
problem of a dammed Nile to Egyp-
tian society becomes startlingly clear. 

While water would still flow down-
stream and out to sea, any less water 
in the river itself could have dire con-
sequences for Egyptian agriculture 
and civilization. Sudan, too, direct-
ly south of Egypt and the next-door 
neighbor of Ethiopia, would suffer 
from a restriction of the water supply 
flowing down the Blue Nile, although 
the largely tropical state would suffer 
less than the desert nation of Egypt.

Ethiopia has framed these objections 
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DAMMED IF THEY DO, 
DAMMED IF THEY DON’T
Ethiopia’s bid to build a dam on the Blue Nile has an-
gered its neighbors and raised questions about the li-
mits of a nation’s sovereignty when it comes to huma-

nity’s most essential resource: water.
by Elliot Underhill and Jelle F. Kooij

Human civilization was born on 
riverbanks. From Mesopota-
mia, sprung from the Euphra-

tes and Tigris, to the great Chinese 
kingdoms along the Yellow River, to 
the grand and opulent Egypt of the 
Ancients, whose massive structures 
and magnificent tombs were built 
along the source of Ancient Egypt’s 
wealth and power: the Nile River. 

The Nile, over six thousand kilometers 
in length, sustains much of eastern 
and northern Africa. Originating from 
two main tributaries, the White and 
Blue Niles, its drainage basin reach-
es nearly a dozen countries before 
flowing into the Mediterranean Sea, 
stretching long enough to flow from 
Madrid to Moscow and back again.

From the early days of the Roman 
Empire to the colonization of the 
African continent, European pow-
ers have always had a key interest in 
the Nile River. In 1929, a treaty was 
signed between Great Britain, the big-
gest colonial power in the region, and 
Egypt. The 1929 treaty established 
important rules as to the use of the 
Nile’s waters for drinking and irriga-
tion. Yet the most important provi-
sion of the 1929 treaty was the veto 

power granted to Egypt over any con-
struction on the Nile up-stream from 
Egypt’s borders. In 1959, when Sudan 
gained its independence from the 
British, the 1929 treaty was revisited, 
but the provisions granted to each 
country were mostly kept in place. 

However, Ethiopia, the source of the 
Blue Nile, was not a party to the 1929 
or the 1959 treaties, an oversight 
which laid the groundwork for fu-
ture disputes over who has the right 
to determine the course and flow of 
the Nile River. Free from the bindings 
of international regulation, Ethio-
pia resolved to build a hydroelectric 
power plant on the Blue Nile. This 
project, titled “The Great Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam,” GERD for short, 
was first proposed in the mid-twen-
tieth century, but construction only 
began in 2011. Once completed, it 
would have a potential capacity of 
6.45 megawatts and would be the 
largest hydroelectric plant on the 
African continent, crucial for a coun-
try facing a critical energy shortage.

But not everyone in the region is 
happy with the new project, and 
one of Ethiopia’s regional partners, 
Egypt, is particularly upset. As de-
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during the monsoon season. Al-
though this is not a water-sharing 
agreement between the two coun-
tries, many in India’s northern re-
gions are worried that the dams in 
China will not be used in good faith. 

Turkey, too, has a series of ongoing 
disputes over its projects along re-
gional waterways in the Middle East, 
as well as an internal dispute regard-
ing the controversial Istanbul Canal, 
set to split Turkey’s sole European 
metropolis from the rest of the con-
tinent. Turkey’s main disagreement, 
however, is with Syria and Iraq re-
garding the construction of the Ilisu 
Dam project, which lies upon the Ti-
gris river. As inheritors of the lands 
of Mesopotamia, both Syria and Iraq 
rely heavily on this river basin, the 
same which begat human civilization.

Conflicts surrounding the usage of 
water along rivers for irrigation, 
drinking, and hydro-electric power 
are not new phenomena. But as coun-
tries around the world try to fight the 
effects of climate change and search 
for clean ways to generate energy, 
new challenges will arise, and one 
must start asking if our current un-
derstanding of national sovereignty 
is fit for purpose in a changing world.

to the dam’s construction as unwar-
ranted attacks on its sovereignty. Lake 
Tana, the source of the Blue Nile, lies 
within its borders, as does the portion 
of the river that Ethiopia seeks to dam. 
Why should Cairo, which lies several 
thousand kilometers away, dictate 
what Addis Ababa does with water 
that lies within its own territory?

If one were to take to heart the idea 
that what goes on within one state’s 
borders is the business of no other 
state, an idea that Ethiopia has re-
peated again and again as the Tigray 
War has progressed, (and with it ac-
cusations of serious war crimes on 
both sides of the conflict,) then one 
would naturally conclude that Ethio-
pia is in the right. But clearly, Egypt 
and Sudan have a point: wheth-
er the act takes place in Ethiopia’s 
own borders or not, a restriction 
of another nation’s water supply is 
merely an offensive act at best, and 
a lift-threatening act at worst. Water, 
humanity’s most vital resource, chal-
lenges our ideas about national sov-
ereignty at a fundamental level, from 
questions about dams, to pollution, 
to international trade, and beyond.

But northeast Africa is not alone 
in such a dispute. Spats over wa-

ter are occurring with greater fre-
quency around the world. In fact, 
with the effects of climate change 
growing ever more dramatic and 
dangerous, water disputes and the 
right over waterways and reservoirs 
are becoming a core component of 
several nations’ foreign policies.

China, for example, has several on-
going water-related disputes with its 
neighbors, and not just those to do 
with the South China Sea. In Viet-
nam, several years of droughts have 
caused the government to declare 
an emergency along the Mekong 
River, and the government in Hanoi 
blames China’s activities on the up-
per Mekong for the negative effects 
on the river delta. Part of these ac-
tivities is the construction of a se-
ries of dams as part of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative, which, while 
having positive effects on the Chi-
nese economy, has been detrimental 
to the region’s ecosystem according 
to the Mekong River Commission.

China has had similar disputes with 
India about the use of the waters of 
the Brahmaputra River. The agree-
ment reached between the two na-
tions would provide India with the 
data from Chinese dams upriver 
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There is no doubt that water, 
as a basic resource for human 
and environmental survival, is 

a valuable asset for social develop-
ment. The rise of climate change has 
not only aggravated the effects of 
droughts but also exposed the lack of 
governments and politicians’ actions 
in times of crisis. An illustration of 
how droughts and the lack of proper 
water supply can affect the lives of 
many can be seen in the water crises 
faced by South Africa in recent years. 

In 2018, South Africa reached the 
so-called “Day Zero”, which marked 
when many of the country’s dams 
reached zero levels of water and 
many cities, especially one of the 
country’s capitals, Cape Town, faced 
severe water shortages. Around four 
million inhabitants were expected to 
be deprived of water access in Cape 
Town in that period. The implica-
tions of this crisis were very severe, 
especially considering the extreme-
ly high levels of social inequality 
present in South African society. 

Besides the high number of indi-
viduals deprived of water resources 
for basic daily activities, the coun-
try’s economic activities were also 
damaged from it. As a result of the 
shortage of crops, due to rains scar-
city and little water supply, the coun-
try was expected to have suffered 

an economic loss of approximately 
$400 million as well as a significant 
growth in unemployment. Hence, the 
consequences from the crisis were 
extensive and deserve the atten-
tion of public authorities for avoid-
ing further related crises to occur. 

Moreover, the lack of political mea-
sures and willingness to compromise 
to overcome the crisis also added up 
to such alarming results. The politi-
cians in government did not see the 
political nor personal interests and 
advantages in investing in preven-
tive measures or crisis management 
strategies to impede these issues to 
occur on such a large scale. As a re-
sult, the course of action required 
to assist those heavily affected by 
the crisis, as well as other related 
measures to prevent collateral dam-
ages was adopted late, which fur-
ther aggravated the consequences.  

What is next for South Africa? 
After the alarming effects of the water 
shortages in recent years, South Afri-
ca had to adapt and look for suitable 
solutions for the growing insecurity 
and lack of stable water supplies en-
hanced by global warming. As a con-
sequence, the country has adopted 
measures to correct environmental 
imbalances aimed at increasing water 
levels. A key example of the actions 
adopted to overcome this issue was 

the cutting of non-native trees, such 
as pine trees, which are responsible 
for high levels of water consumption 
in the region of Cape Town. These 
measures, although still yet to be 
implemented on a large scale, help 
to overcome some of the environ-
mental challenges that make water 
conservation difficult in the country. 

The South African case is only one of 
the many that have suffered the effects 
of climate change and lack of proper 
governmental responses in the region. 

“Africa is in many in-
stances the continent that 
contributes the least to 
climate change in terms 
of emissions, and yet one 
that suffers some of the 
toughest consequences.”

 The United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, held in Nairobi in 2006, 
has already addressed the vulnera-
bility of the continent when it comes 
to the effects of climate change. 
The need for governments to act 
and collectively address such is-
sues is evident if they want to pre-
vent similar drastic events to occur. 

FROM DAY ZERO TO THE 
EXTENDED WATER CRISIS

How water scarcity affected South Africa’s social 
and economic development

by Luiza de Lacerda Toledo
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LUUK VAN 
MIDDELAAR: EEN 
ON-NEDERLANDS 
DENKER

Op enkele uitzonderingen na, 
kent Nederland weinig in-
tellectuelen die ook door 

een internationaal publiek gelezen 
worden. Schrijvers als Bas Heijne, 
Sinan Çankaya of Joris Luyendi-
jk; sommige van hen worden miss-
chien vertaald naar andere talen, 
maar hun analyses beperken zich 
toch vooral tot de Nederlandse sfeer.

Het omgekeerde geldt voor histori-
cus en filosoof Luuk van Middelaar 
(1973, Eindhoven). Met internation-
aal geprezen boeken, publicaties in 
kranten als Le Monde, the Guardian 
en DIE ZEIT en een twitterfeed waar 
vaker in het Frans of Duits, dan in 
het Nederlands gepost wordt, toont 
Van Middelaar zich een waar in-
ternationaal georiënteerd denker.

Dat heeft ongetwijfeld te maken met 
zijn onderwerpkeuze; Van Middelaar 
richt zich in zijn boeken met name 
op de Europese Unie (EU). Als een van 
de weinige intellectuelen die hierover 
nadenkt, weet hij op een aantrekkeli-
jke wijze over Europa te schrijven. Ook 
dit doet hij in on-Nederlandse stijl; 
Van Middelaar moet niks hebben van 
de Nederlandse “je hoofd niet te ver 
boven het maaiveld uitsteken”-cultu-
ur. Het levert hem soms aantijgingen 
van hooghartigheid op, maar daar 
trekt Van Middelaar zich niks van aan. 
Gelukkig maar, want het resulteert in 
werk waarin de auteur écht durft te 
denken. Om de haverklap verwijst hij 

in zijn duidingen naar filosofen als Ar-
endt, De Tocqueville en Machiavelli.

Met name die laatste filosoof in-
spireert Van Middelaar. En niet alleen 
intellectueel: ook qua carrière lijkt hij 
op de Florentijnse denker. Beide com-
bineerde hun werk als analytici van 
politieke macht met een functie bin-
nen het politieke apparaat. Zo werkte 
Van Middelaar van 2002 tot 2004 voor 
eurocommissaris Frits Bolkestein en 
van 2010 tot 2014 als speechschrijver 
voor de president van de Europese 
Raad Herman van Rompuy. Het is 
een dubbelrol die valt te bekritiseren, 
want hoe schrijf je kritisch over een 
instelling die tegelijkertijd je salaris 
heeft betaald? Maar je zou ook kun-
nen betogen dat het doorgronden 
van een politiek lichaam, juist al-
leen mogelijk is als ervaren insider.

Van Middelaars doorgronding van de 
EU begon met zijn proefschrift De Pas-
sage naar Europa (2009). In ruim 400 
pagina’s analyseert hij hoe een Ge-
meenschap van Kolen en Staal lang-
zaam ontwikkelt tot Unie. Wat blijkt? 
Europa wordt vooral gevormd door de 
crises die het moet trotseren. Dan vin-
den er zogenaamde passagemoment-
en plaats en wordt steeds duidelijker 
dat Europeanen niet alleen geld aan 
elkaar willen verdienen, maar ook een 
gezamenlijk lot delen. Dit is ook de 
centrale trend die hij in Improvisatie 
& Oppositie (2019) signaleert. Gecon-
fronteerd met haar eigen kwetsbaar-

heid – de schulden-, vluchtelingen- 
en Oekraïnecrisis – durft  Europa 
steeds meer te handelen als Unie.  

In beide boeken stelt Van Middelaar 
vast dat een Europees ‘wij’ nodig is, 
willen Europese burgers de legitim-
iteit van Europa accepteren. Precies 
daarover gaat zijn laatste werk Een Eu-
ropees Pandemonium (2021). Het Eu-
ropees handelen in crises was tot voor 
kort vooral een top-down reflex. Tij-
dens de pandemie is dit anders. Door 
een gezamenlijk besef van kwetsbaar-
heid ontstaat er een roep onder het 
publiek: ‘We kunnen dit niet alleen, 
waar is Europa?’. Op die manier werd 
de Unie – bottom-up – gedwongen 
om in actie te komen tegen het virus, 
ondanks dat volksgezondheid for-
meel geen Europese bevoegdheid is.

Het zijn de eerste tekenen van een 
levendige en gezaghebbende Eu-
ropese publieke ruimte, stelt Van 
Middelaar. Is Europa daarmee af 
van haar democratisch tekort? Ik 
denk het niet. Maar geef het tijd. 
Van Middelaar laat als geen ander 
zien hoe rommelig het ontstaan 
van een body politic kan zijn, dat er 
vaak buiten de officiële kaders getre-
den moet worden om een doorbraak 
te forceren en dat je daarmee soms 
vuile handen maakt. Misschien is dat 
wel de belangrijkste les uit het werk 
van deze on-Nederlandse denker.

by Ruben Stift
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How people are rethinking the value of work in 
their lives

English
Engels

THE GREAT 
RESIGNATION - A TRUE 

WORKERS REVOLUTION

by Jelle F. Kooij

In their seminal work, The Com-
munist Manifesto, Marx and En-
gels call for the workers of the 

world to rise up against the owners 
of business. The second half of the 
20th century would see the Ideas of 
Marx and Engels be faced off against 
the capitalist Ideas of Adam Smith. 
For those who were born after 1991 
the Cold War may seem like a distant 
period in history, marked with the 
large-scale defeat of communism and 
its ideals. Yet, for many people alive 
today the intellectual battle of the 
Cold War is very much a living mem-
ory. The principles of worker rights 
have, with the negative reputation of 
communism, been formulated into a 
post-material issue. But is the con-
cept of a healthy work-life balance, 
which emphasises the principles of a 
society whereby people do not have to 
work for long hours in jobs that they 
do not get any personal gratification 
from, re-emerging into the spotlight?

The COVID-19 pandemic gave the 
world an opportunity to reflect on 
the structures which are in place to 
keep the world running on its current 
course. The overwhelming answer to 
the question- will the world be a bet-
ter place in 50 years or 100 years if we 
keep living our lives the way that we 

are currently doing? was no.  Young 
people called on politicians to re-ex-
amine our efforts to combat climate 
change and called for more sustain-
able means of commerce. On the 
global scale, the relationship between 
rich and poor countries and their abil-
ity to respond to the global health cri-
sis. The Covid-19 pandemic also gave 
employees the opportunity to rethink 
their value to an organisation and 
the organisation’s value in their life. 

It is this last point which is the focus 
of this article. Marx and Engels called 
for workers to rise up above the own-
ers of business, but were they wrong? 
No country today is truly communist 
in the way that Marx described, so 
one could naturally come to the con-
clusion that the revolution they de-
scribed as inevitable has failed to take 
root in the international community. 
But, could the true workers revolu-
tion be happening within democracy 
itself? Is the Great Resignation re-

shaping the way that we, as a society, 
view our collective work life balance? 

The relationship between workers 
and business has at times been ten-
uous. During the Industrial Revo-
lution workers were often forced to 
work monotonous jobs in factories 
for many hours at a time. Not to for-
get  the many children who needed 
to work in those same factories to 
help put food on the table. It was out 
of this environment that Marx envi-
sioned a different relationship be-
tween workers and businesses. Child 
labour has been outlawed and for 
the most part in the Western world 
the monotonous work of car fac-
tories has been replaced by robots. 
Workers in the United States are not 
looking to start a revolution against 
the owners of capital, but they are re-
signing from their jobs by the millions 
each month. The Great Resignation, 
coined by Professor Anthony Klotz, 
describes the phenomenon of workers 
quitting their jobs in mass in the sum-
mer of 2021 both in the United States 
and some parts of Western Europe. 

But why are people quitting their 
jobs in the uncertain environment 
of the Pandemic? One former teach-
er interviewed by the BBC described 
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her experience working at a private 
school during the pandemic -“It be-
came so clear that this isn’t about my 
health, the health of the kids or the 
mental wellbeing of anybody. It’s a 
business and it’s about money”. An-
other woman described the work she 
was doing as “soul-crushing” and she 
was ready to make a change to a job 
where she felt more valued as a mem-
ber of the organisation. It is clear that 
the conditions of workers in the la-
bour forces is a driving force behind 
many people quitting their jobs. The 
jobs that they are going to are jobs 
where individuals find more meaning 
and purpose in the work that they do, 
both for themselves and for others. 

Dutch historian and philosopher Rut-
ger Bregman describes the expecta-
tions that employers have placed on 
workers since the 1980s in his book 
Utopia for Realists. Bregman writes, 
“thanks to modern technology man-
agers in Europe, Asia, and North Amer-
ica now spend eighty to ninety hours 
per week ‘either working’ or ‘monitor-
ing’ work and remaining accessible”. 
All the while the European Union re-
ported that in 2020 the average num-
ber of hours worked was 37 (in their 
main job). The combination of unfa-
vorable working conditions and more 
working hours outside of the normal 

working day have come to the fore-
front during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Resulting in many people re-evaluat-
ing the effects that work obligations 
place on their own lives and the activ-
ities that they would rather be doing. 

One country tackling issues related 
to its citizens’ work-life balance is 
Portugal. In 2021 the Portuguese gov-
ernment passed a law that would give 
fines to employers if they contacted 
remote workers outside of the normal 
office hours. Furthermore, parents 
with children under eight years old 
will now have the right to work from 
home without having to ask prior per-
mission of their employer. The new 
relationship between employers and 
employees is in the favor of employ-
ees. Whether it is working from home, 
working 3 days a week, or spending 
less time in the office each day, the 
collective work-life balance is expe-
riencing a shift. What happens when 
people prioritise activities other than 
work in their lives? Bregman believes 
that this is what philosophers of 
the early 20th century were already 
thinking about. In a world where peo-
ple worked just 15 hours a week what 
would people do during the time that 
they were not working? The answer, 
according to Bregman, is leisure. 
For some people spending less time at 

work means they will be able to spend 
more time with their children. But for 
a younger generation, where children 
are not a given, less time spent work-
ing in an office might mean more time 
to volunteer for organisations which 
give one a larger purpose in life, or 
acquire skills that are not generally 
rewarded in the labour market such 
as playing music, dancing, or playing 
a sport (except when this is one main 
occupation). But for most people less 
time spent in the office means more 
time to build quality relationships 
and share life with other people. 

There seems to be one consistent 
finding about human nature - Hu-
mans are a social species. It is this 
need for quality connection with 
others, both with the people who 
are closest to us, but also with the 
rise of social media, the need for a 
more sustainable connection to the 
Earth that is the driving force behind 
the Great Resignation. Generation 
Z, also named the Zoomers, are the 
most connected generation currently 
alive, yet that connection illustrates  
the inequalities of the current world 
structure in a time of crisis. Reimag-
ining the workers relationship with 
work means that people can start 
to work to live and not live to work. 
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THE CIA’S NEWLY 
RE-ORGANISED FOCUS 

ON CHINA
by Philip Hilen

What are the indicators of a 
state perceiving another as a 
threat? Increased troop ac-

tivity in a particular region or the es-
tablishment of espionage infrastruc-
ture could be two clues. In relation 
to the latter, the United States (US) 
government has recently established 
a new Central Intelligence Agen-
cy (CIA) mission center dedicated 
to countering China’s rise to power. 

Since the senate approved the veteran 
diplomat William J. Burns as the new 
director of the CIA in March, the lat-
ter has been hard at work reshaping 
the internal structures of the agency. 
Discussions about China dominated 
his confirmation hearings,  during 
which he identified the country as 
“the most urgent foreign policy chal-
lenge for the agency” according to 
the New York Times. Those thoughts 
were echoed after the announcement 
of the new center, when Burns stated, 
as reported by the Washington Post, 
that the CIA needed to “strengthen 
our collective work on the most im-
portant geopolitical threat we face 
in the 21st century, an increasingly 
adversarial Chinese government.”

According to an anonymous senior 
official, the agency will deploy more 
linguists, technicians and special-
ists in foreign countries across the 
globe to gather intelligence on Chi-
na. More Mandarin speakers will 
also be recruited. Furthermore, the 
director aims to significantly reduce 
training time (from two years to six 

months) in order to allow the agen-
cy to remain a competitive employer.

The creation of the center on Chi-
na and another focused on combat-
ing climate change showcases the 
Biden’s administration commitment 
to fighting new modern challenges. 
The advances in technology such as 
facial recognition have made detec-
tion of CIA operatives more likely. 
And with the purging of CIA infor-
mants by the Chinese government 
a decade ago due to a breach in a 
communications system, the US has 
been slowing at rebuilding its in-
telligence network in the country.

In addition, the centers established 
earlier under the Trump Administra-
tion focused on Iran and North Korea 
will be re-integrated into the regional 
entities for the Middle East and East 
Asia, respectively. While officials 
have stated that the terminations of 
these centers does not show that the 
CIA believes these threats to be less 
important than before, it does reflect 
the significance of China on US for-
eign policy. In an interview with PO-
LITICO, the former CIA director John 
Brennan underscored the stakes: “If 
there is any country that deserves 
its own mission center, it is China, 
which has global ambitions and pres-
ents the greatest challenge to U.S. 
interests and to international order.”

The new changes in the CIA reflect 
the growing rivalry between the US 
and China which leads some analysts 

to compare it with that of the Cold 
War conflict. The US has remained 
the dominant power in world politics 
for 30 years now since the dissolution 
of the USSR. China’s recent behavior, 
including provocative military ac-
tions in the South China Sea, show-
case its desire to end US hegemony, 
at least in Asia. However, because of 
China’s economic size, global reach 
and entanglement with the US eco-
nomically, this new great power ri-
valry is likely to be quite distinct 
from that of the twentieth century’s 
ideological battle between the US 
and Soviet Union. New technologies 
and a more liberal international or-
der also contrasts with the context 
of the Cold War. Will China continue 
to grow in power as it has been the 
past few decades? And if so, will the 
US be able to properly react with its 
military, economic and political ap-
paratus? The creation of the new mis-
sion center is an indication that it at 
least takes the challenge seriously.
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points and interviews. These range 
from general rain to the upcoming 
doom as a cause of climate change 
and hope for the future as a result 
of climate policy. In an interview 
with Jens Thoms Ivarsson, the rain 
architect of the Swedish town of Go-
thenburg, “The Europeans” explores 
how one of the world’s rainiest cities 
prospers and takes advantage of this 
weather, rather than wallowing in 
it. Additionally, they highlight how 
rain can be viewed as a good thing, 
especially when it comes to tourism 
and daily life.

Closer to home, the podcast exam-
ines Amsterdam’s future in the face 
of water and rising water levels. For 
instance, it is discussed how the 
city may very well disappear within 
250 years. The Dutch documentary 

Review
by Daria Aron

theatre collective Collectief Walden 
discusses how they’ve created an 
exhibit conveying what “the end” 
truly means and looks like for such 
a significant city. They also present 
the question of what Amsterdam 
should change and do to shape itself 
in order to make the best of its last 
years. Maintaining the optimist 
perspective even when discussing 
the Dutch mindset of doom - that the 
end is inevitable and it should not be 
feared, Thomas Lamers states that 
“we wouldn’t be Dutch if we weren’t 
planning for an ending”. Lamers, a 
member of Collectief Walden asserts 
that the “end doesn’t have to be a 
tragedy and Amsterdam can lead by 
example” in the face of the mon-
strosity that is water and its poten-
tial to destroy one of the world’s 
most iconic cities. 

Going beyond the borders of the 
European Union and highlighting 
the importance of shared European 
culture and identity while making 
sure to not erase individual identity, 
as well as promoting European proj-
ects and initiatives, “The Europeans” 
podcast provides audiences with an 
easy listen to the most important 
events and updates from across the 
continent.

Where many stories from 
around the continent can 
get buried during regular 

news cycles, there is a podcast that 
makes sure to communicate these 
very stories. “The Europeans” is an 
approximately half-hour podcast 
that examines politics and culture 
from around Europe and “[delves] 
into the stories that don’t get enough 
attention in the national media” 
through interviewing experts on 
these developments.

Each week, podcast hosts Katy and 
Domino provide listeners with a 
no-nonsense summary of the most 
significant, yet underrated stories 
from across the continent. The 
two provide these stories through 
different sections and contexts such 
as “bad week” where they talk about 
people or institutions who have had 
a bad week, and conversely “good 
week”. Additionally, they grant lis-
teners with an “isolation inspiration” 
- content to read, listen or watch 
that has been created in Europe or 
by Europeans and a “happy ending” 
that highlights a hopeful discovery 
or event. “The Europeans” delivers a 
bite of current, relevant events and 
educational content with a hint of 
optimism.

On the topic of water specifically, 
the podcast presents interesting 

CONNECTING EUROPE: 
“THE EUROPEANS” PODCAST
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